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NE following Letter is pub. 
5 5 55 52 liſhed, as it was written, with 
e a View to promote the great 
Fx Ends of Vital and Practical 
Religion; which has almoſt always had 
the leaſt, though it will always deſerve the 
greateſt Regard. The World has been 
furniſhed with many good Books of the 
fame Kind; which may be thought to 
have rendered the Publication of the fol- 
lowing Treatiſe unneceſſary. But I deſire 
it may be obſerved, that what others bave 
done, has been, either in diſtinct and ſepa- 
rate Treatiſes on the ſeveral Subjects here 
conſidered, or in thoſe of a larger Size 
Nor have I been able, after a long Search, 
to find any, wherein the Jame Things are 
brought under one View, in ſo narrow @ 


A 2 Compaſs. 


ii PREFACE. 
Compaſs. And whereas every Particular 
of Duty herein explained or recommended, 
muſt be allowed to be of the greateſt Im- 
 portance, I was willing that ſuch Perſons 
(eſpecially thoſe under my Care) who have 
little Leiſure, and perhaps leſs Inclination, 
to read much, ſhould, with a ſmall Ex- 
pence of Time; and with very little Pains, 
fee, and be frequently rem: inded of the: 
Things, which moſt nearly concern their 


eternal Salvation. 
SOMETHING likewik, 1 . 


Das been omitted in the ſeveral Trads 7 
this Kind, which I have hitherto ſeen; I 
mean, Directions to thoſe Parts of holy 
Scripture, which may be read in Fami- 
lies with moſt Profit : Which Deſect I : 
have endeawoured to ſupply, by a Table of 
Leſſons annexed, containing ſome Par- 
tions of Scripture, placed under each Sun- 
day in the Tear; by reading which in the. 
Method propoſed, the whole of the Old 
and New Teſtament, in theſe Parts which 
I apprehend are of moſt general Concern- 


ment 10 be n, ad. well. anroc, a 
1 


5 
7 — — 


1 bY 
will be read in the Compaſs of a Near, 
and nothing, I truſt, be wanting for the 
Information of the Faith, ar Direction of 
the Practice of thoje to whom I write ;. 
who, I arefire it may be confidered, are the 
Unlearned. For which Reaſon thoſe Parts 
of Scripture are omitted, which are of more 
difficult Interpretation; ſuch alſo as relate 
to particular Controuerſies, now at an End, 
and not Jikely to be revived; and thoſe which + 
were written on ſpecial Occafions, and ſuch- 
as were peculiar to the Times wherein they 

were publiſhed; and cannot therefore be ſaid. 

to be of fuch general Uſe, as other Parts 

which are adapted to all Times and Seaſons, 

The Table of Leſſons placed before our Ei- 
turgy, was deſgned for the Uſe of Congre- 

gations confifling of a mint Aſſembly of tbe 
Learned and Unlearned; and therein a 

greater Latitude is taken, Regard being, 

paid to the Capacities of each. But, ubere- 
as T write to fuch who-are ſuppoſed to baue 
had but ſmali Advantages of Education, T- 
bqve recommended thoſe Parts only of the holy 

| I 40 be read by them, as may. be 
I preſumed: 


„ PREFACE! - 
preſumed to be nn rhe e th 2 


Aßpppreben ons. $59, 
BY placing: ele Pirtiens of Scripture 
under the. ſeveral Sundays of the Tear, I 
und not be thought" to ſuggeſt, that the 
Bible is oniy to be read upon thoſe 
Days, or that the whole is not oft Ve: But 
my Dęlen therein 16, to point out: a Me- 
thod & going through thoſe. Parts of tbas | 
acred Book which\ I concei vs 10. be Ib 
_ greateſt Importance, and moſteafly.under-: 
Acad l the common People; and a Method of 
doing this in ſome reaſonable Jime. There-: 
fore when ſuch Parts as are placed under 
any Sunday cannot througb ſomo particular 
Emergency, be all read on thut Sunday, 
what was then omitted, way be read at ſome! 7 
other Time. within that Week voi went 6 
+ MANY. Hours uſually hitered away,\. 
efpecially. in tbe long W ihter-Evenings; |, t 
ud be thus very profitably employed :' Fun 
nothing will b mote: -Jubſerwient- 70 ebuſe. 
Purpoſes of Piety, which I pray God 1 may . 
always be found. endeavouring £0 promote, 3 
5 cee Kno ge of nen.. | 


TREE and 
— 25 ; 


N * 
And ſuch J. ncitements bs obey. hs 40 ill 
hereby be gained. 3 6011 Fo 
TT may N be thought, 5 ſent 
| Chapters i in the Table of Leſſons might have 
| been omitted, as too much out of the Reach 
of the. Unlearned, to,wwhofe Uſe I have pro- 
Feſſed myDefign g accommodating, as much 
as poſſible, the whole of what ig here offered. 
In anſiver to which, I have only to obſerve, 
N that. in thoſe. Chapters, wherein there are 
found ſeme Paſſages which may well be pre: 
fumed to exceed the, Capacities, ofthe Un: 
learned, there are, I miſtake not, others 
of. great Lſe intermixt, which' could. not 
eafily be ſeparated from them, and which 
are. of no very difficult Interpretation, to 
hoſe u 115 read the Scri ur en with any due 
: Care. Parti wlarly many Places in thePro- 
phets, which bave a V ail* of ome O. 
ſcurity over .them,. when read. in the Old 
 Teſtamentonly,. will appear Properly 1 
_ Iuftrated by theAccount given gf 3 
Phetiog: in, the, News, Au hue! 41 ane 
map ee e Dey eee tho eee 


untaken ach in the reading of the Ola Tohammt; 
which, Vail i 15 done a in Are 2 Cern bit * 
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117 ow the « Conſe uence," DSN be" pre 
ſumed,” will be; that the perctiving* here- 
'of; 01 will ten very. mubh 7 conf "the 
a Reader's Faith in Both. ee 
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ee lam at this Time 


Lam nevertheleſs very deſirous of 
being ſerviczable to you in the beſt 
Manner I am able, not only by 
the Perſon to whom I have committed, in my 
Abſence, the- Care of your ſpiritual Concerns, 
but by doing Something Myſelf, as your Po/tor, 
and all that my preſent Situation will allow, for 
the Good of your Souls. Could I be affured, that 
what Iam now about to lay before you, in the 


Way 1 Inſttuction on r gs FR. 
4 2 5 B 4 28 7 £1 only | 


hr 0 Saum in engt. "um 
on only x Rept df es dmonitiohs v 
have often received in your men at your 
- Parifh-Churth, Ifhould not thereby be diſcouraged 
irom my preſent Attempt to do you Service there 
being few, I might ſay, none of us, who do not 
want frequently to be reminded of the Inſtructions 
weghave „ ee and to be-exhorted to a more 
gard to our Duty, that our Practice 
may keep Pace with our Cnowledge. To this 
End, I determined with Myfelf/to write to you on 
the Subject of . Piety, or Godlineſs, which is a 
. a tlie greatelF Importance ;” ſince it is 
| unldstion and the Schree vf every thing 
5 which can be called 77 Religion, and will prove 
2 0 beſt Guide and Security to every Virtue. 
PERM iT me therefore to remind you, wherein 
the true Nãtufe of Godlineſs cohſiſts, to what 
: | Behaviour it directs us, and how we may moſt 
prune mint 1. . 
s to the Nature of Godlineſs; 
of. Gallas it ſhould always be remem 
2h N that it conſiſts in ſuch A chen 
1 - ogy of our Maker Pons 
to 2 Divine. Periections, And» outward 
Behaviour as is agreeable to duch., eee 
Now, in order to conceiyve of , God ſuitably 
to his Divine Character, we ouzht. conſtantiy to 
conſider ourſelyes as is " Cratures? that is, the 
Work of his Hands, and as indebted to Him for | 
all the good. Things we. enjoy. To Him, we 
ſhou Id always remem ber, we owe that Life which 
we now live, together with all it's appendant 
n | Bleſſings, 


« 

4 £44 
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of Prayer. 7 1 
Bleflings, and the ExpeQations'of that Everlaſting 
Life which we are encouraged to hope: for ĩn the 
Kingdom of Heaven, through the Merits and Me- 
diation of Jeſur Chris our Redeemer. Buch Ap- 
prehenſions as theſe will habituate our Minds to 
the 'Reverence and Love of God, and: have a | 
Tendency to produce all the proper Acts and ge- 

Rr 5 
and Practice. - 4 5 

As find, Ad inandi 1 9 6: We? 
mediate Effect and Conſequence of o Pran. F 
theſe inward Sentiments of Love 

and Reverence towards our Maker, 3 be 

frequent offering up our Prayers unto Him. T 8 

will appear to be'a moſt becoming Proof, and a 
direct Conſequence of the Perſuaſion we are now 
ſuppoſed to have, that it is He who ſupplies, ally - 
our Wants, continues to us all the Bleſſings we | | 
enjoy, and that on His Favour: our Eternal Hap- 
pineſs wholly depends. So that if a proper Foun- ; 
dation be laid in juſt and right Apprehenſions of . 
Gdd, Prayer will be one of _—_ ee ne- 

cc Sierre JFF * 

A TrAkE e Word Projer iden, in its 1005 5 
moſt comprehenflve'Senfe ; as ſignifying, our - 
doration of the Divine Majeſty, — the humble Con- 

#*fſan" of our Sins, — Supplications for the Things 
we ſtand in Need of, — and thankful Expreſſions . 
alfo of the Senſe we have of God's Mercies to us: 

to each of which: we are obliged by the Duty 0 
Prayer, which is no leſs our Privilege than our 

| * r any chad A our e 

3 2 eee 


— 


4 Of 5 
it being a mighty Faveur, that we, who by que. 
Sins have rendered ourſelves ſo unworthy to appear 
in the Preſence of God, ſhould yet be permitted 
to lay our Complaints before Him, or tq offer the 
Sacrifice. of Praiſe unto Him. But it has pleaſed 
Almighty God to make each of theſe. our Duty ; 
both to aſk of Him. thoſe Things, which we ſtand . 
in Need of, and to expreſs the Senſe we have of 
bis Bleflings, in Praiſes and: Thankfgivings; and 
this both in Publick and Private. For as we have 
cur publick and private Wants, and Bleſſings both 
of a private and publick Kind, it is no leſs than 
highly reaſonable, that we ſhould uſe both bis 
and BORA Prayer and Thankſgiving. 588935 
* HENCE it is, that our Bleſſed , 
Of piturtoce Savior has appointed in his Goſpel 
a ſecret Prayer. private or ſecret Prayer z having 
| ._ commanded us to retire to our 
chan in order to pray unto our Heavenly Father, 
who ſeeth in ſecret, Matth. vi. 6: That fo we 
might employ our Soulz in Acts of Faith with re- 
ſpect to theſe momentous Truths, — that Almighty : 
God is preſent in all Places, — is a Witneſs of our 
moſt ſecret Actions, and . that nothing can De 
kid from his Sight and Knowledge: The conſtant 
Remembrance whereof will certainly prove a moſt | 
eſſectual Incitement to Holy Living, and be; 2 
powerful Reſtraint from the Commiſſion. of any 
Sinz how privately ſoever it may APPEAr . 
ctdo be committed. 
«I. Tunis then mays in the fir "Place, very Y 
juſtly recommend the wt Exerciſe of private 
| | Devotion, 


Devotion, as we ſhall hereby contract a quick and 


kvely denſe of God's continual Preſenes irh uss 


which cannot fail of being a great Preſervatiue of 
our Innocence, under the Temptations to every 
Kind of Tranfſgreffion to which. we are expoſed. 
2. A ſceond Advantage of, private, or ſecret 
Prayer, will be this: We ſhalt hereby bring our 
Sincerity to the Teſt, as to the Regard: we have, 
or preſume we have, to Religion; which having, 


for the moſt Part, temporal Profit of ſome Kind 


or other attending it, it may be no eaſy Matter, 


in any other Way, to make a ſure Judgment, 


| whether the Practice of many Things which Re- 
ligion enjoins, proceeds from our /incers Aqfelt ion 
thereto as religious Duties, and not principally: 
from Views. of worldly Profit, or other, Advan- 
tages, uſually the Conſequence of ſuch Practice or 
Behaviour. The juſt and the metciful Man, for 
Inſtance, may expect to be 'confided in, and be- 
loved; the ſober and temperate, by their Sobriety 
and Temperance, are in the ready and maſt Rkely 


Way to thrive and bd forward in the Warlkd'; 
refrain. from Fuil- ſpea king, and 


and thoſe who re 
follow Peace with all Mas, are generally rendered 


ſafe from the miſchieyous Contentions:infa which 


thoſe. of a contrary Character often fall: > And as 
we ate very apt te be partial i in our own Favbur, 
by placing that to the Account ef our Virtues; whiely 
may proceed from a. lover, leſs worthy Cat ſac; fo! 
we may not be very competent: Judges, Whether 
| Reg the Divine Authority, which/enjoius 
| theſe 


2 


=. *# 


Of private Prayer. ; 5 
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Duties, i indeed the chick Motive with! vs 
Ln * N * FJ"; Yah 3 ; e 
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[3 
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Wk of hehe "WE bh 


to ea and not rather, 4 ; SER 
our temporal Intereſt or Welfare; which, we well 


* 


Know, 8 of great Weight in determining Man- 


kind in their Manner of behaving; but which is 
a Motive to Action, however unblameable in itſelf, 
not of the religious Kind. "Whereas, with reſpect 
to the Duty of private or ſecret Prayer, we may 
be aſſured with the moſt abſolute. Certainty, that, 
nothing but a Regard: to the Authority of God. 
enjoining it, and the declared Acceptableneſs of it 
to his Divine Majeſty, engages us therein. And 
frequent Returns thereof will of Courſe beget an 
| habitual Regard to the ſame Divine Authority, 
in the Practice of all che other Duties of our Holy 


Religion. 
3. Axor HER Keen nenen of this Duty 


may well be derived from the Expectation we 
may juſtly have, that it will prove, in the need- 
ful- Time of Trouble, à ſingular Relief to our 
Minds oppreſſed with Cares or Sorrows, . to which 
this Life is. frequently expoſcd. I poured out my. 
5 before , ee e Him my 

Trouble, ſays the Pſalmift, I Eſ. exlii. 2.] whoſe 
only Refuge, in thoſe perilous Streights to which 
de was often reduced, Was to the God of the 
Spirits of all Fleſh, in theſe his private Devotions; 
herein he found a large Account in the Conſo- 
| htions he then received. For though in the open - 
ing of his Grieſs at the Throne of Grace, he ut- 
tered "thoſe mournful Wards, My. Floſs and my. 


«6; Hear fail; yet he was immediately made, 
ate to wo « but Gad it the Strength of my Heart 


"i 


n 
* VP © * ** * | 
N 


WF en "PC. Exiii. 26. The 
Powet, "the Gooinch, the Walen, jog Je 
in his Devotions, were the Stay and t of his 
Mind; and ſtrengthened his Perſuaſion, that the 
faithful Supplicant ſhould find an happy End of 


his Troubles; that nothing ſhould, in the Event - 


of Things, hurt thoſe who are Followers of that 
which is good; and— that all Things, Things 
adverſe, as well as thoſe which are proſperous, 


ſhould work together for Good to them who love Gad, 


and make him the Strength of their Confidence. 
No one can read the Pſalms of David, with- 


out obſerving,” that they are, many of them, the 


pious Breathings in private Prayer of a. Soul in 
all the Diſtreſs which can well be conceived; nor 
without ſeeing the. good Effects of his thus un- 
burthening his Mind. And how great a Solace 
and Refreſhment may be had, in Troubles of 
every Sort, from the like Recburſe unto God in 
Prayer, his Saints and Servants have in all Ages 
had their Experience, 5 
4. ONCE more, Let it not 40% 
reckoned among the leaſt Advan- Aer, 
tages accruing from a frequent Ex- ee 
erciſe of 3 Devotion, that re 
hall hereby become well prepared for the poets” 
Performance of pubhel Projer, which is nn 
our Duty; but can hardly be expefied to be-per- 
formed as it ought, unleſs our private Devotions | 
prepare our Minds STEER obliged 
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eſs the Boyn of of Charity, in ay 
*. it thoſe who never" pray. in Private, will | 
dly e ever do it as they ought in Publich, either 
with. their Families, or in the more "general 
Aſemblies for publick Worſhip ; : where it i is Mat- 
ter of mucl ncern, to ſee many behave, in 
ſome Congregations, in ſuch a Manner as too 
plainly diſcovers, they are very much Strangers to 
the Work i in which they are engaged. - The cold 
Indifference which appears on the Faces of ſome ; ' 
— the Silence of others, when they ſhould give 
ſome. audible Proof of their fervent Deſire to ob- 
tain what.is prayed for, by making ſuch Reſponſes 
as are. expected from them; — the indulging them - 
ſelves, it may be, in the Impertinencies of idle 
Chat, to the Diſturbance of others who are better 


pub and better Ar Sor in 745 : 


„ 


, Ka. of ef 188 "Ty "hey l ſhould 
be actually engaged with others in paying their 
Homage to their Great Creator ; ;—or in Sleepiꝝ 8. 
when all the Powers of their Minds thould ; e a- 
wake, and attentive to the great Buſineſs. ch i is 
then tranſacting. hetween God and f eir r Souls 3 
each of theſe Kinds of Miſbehayjour affords a la- 
mentable Proof, that ſuch Ferſęns, ſuch indevout 
Wo ers, ſeldom or never make A Conſcience 
of.. praying . in. Privatz A If they did, their Be- 
hayiour, when, aſſembled with o 7 Tos „ TITO 

wn nan ges 


4 
TS 1 - 4 


es Prayer. 8 | 

Fon Prevention of your falling into theſe or, 
the like Indecencies, or your continuing in them, 
and to perſuade you to 2 more religious and be. 
coming Deportment, ſuffer me to remind you of 
the End or Deſign of publick Prayer, and of the 
Bleſſings we may expect from RE therein 2 
we ought. 

17 As to End or Deſign of 'the Appoiatment 
of publick Worſhip, we can make no Doubt of it's" 
being commended, in order to the keeping us 
continually mindful of theſe great Truths,—that 
Almighty ” God is the Parent of Mankind, the ' 
Governor of the Univerſe, and that his Mercy | 
is over all his Works; that our Behaviour in our 
publick as well as private Capacity, when we are 
affembled with,” and when ſeparated from others, 
is under his continual Inſpection ; and, — that a” 
Mankind are affociated together, in the leſſer and 
larger Communities, of ' Families, States, and 
Kingdoms, for the Uſes of civil Life, they ought 
to aſſemble alſo together at his Church, and People, 
for 'the much greater Ends of Fiery and Devo- | 


tion. „And, bt 
„ As to the good Efedts or Bleflings which 


may be expected from ſuch Aſſemblies for pub-- 5 


lick Worſhip, | they are very great. For who that” 
calls himſelf a Chriſtian, and thinks himſelf wor- 
thy of that Name, can wilfully or negligently - 
omit finding Opportunities of joining in thoſe Ads 
of Worſhip, to which our Saviour has given fo 
great "Encouragement - -as to promiſe, that where © 2 
2 or r three are * * in His Name, 
— og 


| 198 Of the ohren, * Sabbath, 
there Ha je ir he Mag 227 them! 4 Matth. Xii. 20. 


entjon. A: good 
hich. 0, His WY fg 2 5 . us, 

ng; to thofe who ſo alſem ble 4 
His Wen as to behave ſuitably t to the Majeſty 
of, that Fa & they are- 12 730 5 23 Impor- 
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* fo to pom. yourſelves. therein, ag it TAL he 
mA apes Bere to do. 
n urpoſe I 855 that if ſome. have. - 
ed the PEER of the Sabbath beyond the 
ele the: Commandment, many more, it is 
certain, fall vaſtly ſhort of what may. be juſtly - 
expected frem them in Obedience thereto,” 80 
that it may be of Uſe to conſider ſeriouſly, what 
is enjoined i in the Command of Lu ge WE 
Din gat e 1 2% he f. 


of. i . . che Sabbath was 3 and. the 


E. N to ſpend, it in bodily. 1 
r fx. of the Week. For the 
5 keeping 
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- pas g any y Pottion of Tine, or any Thing elſe 
bly, is ſetting apart for, or imploying i it in, ſome 
religious Uſes, or Services. To uſe this Day as a 
common Day, is therefore perfeMy-contrary to e- 
very Thing which'can be meant by e 
holy, | 
— BvuTa great Nilnbae of Offenders there are 
againſt this Precept, who do ſomething in Coni- 
: pfiance therewith, but not enough to ſatisfy the 
Obli WY. they are under from thence. They go 
ch, and fo far do well, on this Day: But 
: Ah ey, are very blamesble, in that they be- 
haye afterwards as if they thought themſelves at 
full Liberty to do as they Pleaſe, provided they- 
6nly abftain from bodify Labour, 
Turin Miſtake herein will appear, if we con- 
fider the Morality or Reaſon of this Precept, which 
conſtitutes it's Obligation to us Chriſtians. Now, 
"as Reſt from bodily Labour on this Day was en- 
joined; that we might on the Sabbath be more at 
| Liberty to attend to the Concerns of our Souls, to 
worſhip God, and meditate on his Works of 
Creation and Providence; ſo it cannot be denied, 
that, every Thing which, equally, or in the ſame 
Degr de as bodily Labour, indiſpoſes us "or the 
B of religious Offices on this Day, may 
| juſtly be eſteemed as forbidden thereon. B/ this, 
which i is a very equitable ] Rule of interpreting this 
Precept, the aſſembling for publick Diverſions at 
Wakes. on the Lord's Day, — the taking Fourntys 
thereon, without apparent Neceffity for ſo do- 
ing, — the — publick Tipling Houſes; or 
| | converting 
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converting our own Houſes into little leſs—the 
tranſacting worldly Affairs thereori in making 
- Bargains; all ſuch Practices, if we would judge 
of the Obligation of this Precept by the End or 
Deſign thereof, would be found A 
of it. | 
I do not ſay, that you muſt be contigueth on 
this Day praying, or hearing Sermons, or reading 
the Word of God, or allow nothing to enter your 
Minds thereon, which is not of the religious Kind. 
I am perſuaded, that the Mind of Man will not 
_bear a conſtant, uninterrupted Exerciſe of it's Fa- 
culties on religious Subjects, or on any Subjects, 
even for a Day. Relaxation, changing the Sub- 
Je& of our Thoughts, ſuffering our Souls fome- 
times to unbend themſelves, is neceſſary, by the 
very Conſtitution of our Nature, in this our frail 
and imperfect State: And what is neceſſary of 
this Kind is allowed to be made uſe of, in that 
merciful Declaration of our Saviour, The Sabbath 
un- made for Man, and nat Man for the Sabbath : 
[Mark ii. 27.] Which is therefore to be ob- 
ſerved as a Means to an End, not as if it was it- 
 Felf the End of it's Appointment, For there is 
no Exceſs can be committed in thoſe Things 
which are commanded for their own Sake, as in 
Fuftice, Truth, and the like: Whereas, with re 
ſpect to the Obſervation of the Sabbath, it is evi- 
dent, our Lord was, at the Time He made the 
mereiful Declaration juſt mentioned, reproving 
the Phariſees for a ſuperſtitious Regard thereto, 


8 infiting on more than was really commanded, 
or 


4 * 
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or expected. From our Saviour's Reproof of the 
- Phariſees therefore, on the foregoing Occaſion, we 
may receive this Inſtruction; That neither the 
Obſervation of the Sabbath, nor any other of the 
Means of making us good, and thereby happy, 
can, if rightly underſtood, turn to the Oppreſſion 
of our Minds, by too conſtant a Weight of Care, 
too intenſe a Degree of Thoughtfulneſs, even 
that of the religious Kind not excepted. If any 
therefore neglect thoſe outward Refreſhments, that 
are neceſſary for the Support of their Bodies, as 
well as their Souls, on this Day, and ſuppoſe them- 
ſelves obliged thereto by the Command of keep 
ing it holy, they herein miſtake their Duty. 
Bur there is, T am perſuaded, a much greater 
7 Occaſion to exhort you-to beware of the Offences 
in the contrary Extream ; there being Multitudes | 
hd behave in ſuch a Manner on the Sabbath, 
as can no Ways conſiſt with a religious Obſerva- 
tion of it; which yet is the very OR mined 
in the Command of vecping it holy. | 
Ix order then to keep the Sabbath holy, fail not 
of remembering always your Obligations of 4 
fembling with others, on this Day for the publick 
Worſhip of God. Aﬀet not to frame Excuſes 
for not attending thereon, Let nothing be your 
Hindrance, but-unavoidable Neceſſity with ref] pect 
to yourſelves, or ſome Work of Charity to your 
Neighbour, which will not admit of any Delay. 
And when- you are about to enter the Houſe of 
God, bethink yourſelves, whither you are going, 
——what Behaviour is then required of you, and 
„ -C what 


__ 


49 of the Obſervation of the. Sabbath. 
what may afterwards be expected from you. Ap- 


- proach. the SanQuary of God with Reverence:  - 


Fe or if you ſhould come into. the Church with the 
fame Negligence of Behaviour, or with the like 
Set of. Thoughts, as when you enter your Barns | 
or Stables, it is by no Means probable you will 
behave afterwards in a Manner becoming. the 
Dignity and Purity of that Being you profeſs there 
to worſhip. . I will come into thy Houſe in the Mul. 
titude of thy Mercy, faid the Pſalmiſt, and i in thy 
Fear will I worſhip toruard thy holy Temple. Pl. 5 
| 7: And many ſuch Ejaculations may be found 
in that excellent Treaſure of Devotion which he 
has brought together in his Book of P/ahns ;. ſome 
or other of which, ſuch as you, moſt approve, 
may be offered up at your coming into Church, 
as a fit Preparation for the proper Diſcharge -of 
thoſe Acts of publick Worſhip i in which you come 
to engage. 
| And as a Means of fixing your " Attention to 
each Part of the Service. appointed by the Church, 
let me recommend your uſing the Ge/tures, com- 
manded. Kneel or fland up as directed; and al- 
ways go along with the Miniſter who officiates, in 
the conſtant Uſe of. your Common-Prayer Books 
and Bibles... Never omit. making your Reſponſes 
 audibl, where it is ordered; and in the Pſalms 
make an open Recital of thoſe Verſes. which are 
your Share or Part therein. And where you. are 
not permitted to ſpeak any thing openly or a- 
loud, as in the Chapters and moſt of the Prayers, 
| pe * a: then be uſefully. employed in 
75 — 


— * 
pee 3 


=, 


Of the tres of as Sabbath} 15 
reading to yourſelves what the Miniſter, and he 
only, is directed to pronounce with an audible Voice. 


And what you do herein yourſelves, you ſhould 


take Care, that all of your Families, who can read, 
may do likewiſe; which you will find of much 


Uſe to them, in improving them in cheir Reading, | 


and of great Advantage to yourſelves'and them in 
other Reſpects. For you will thus give yourſelves, 
and be a Means of giving your Families, an 


actual Concern in, and a cloſe Attention to, every 
Part of Divine Service, the P/alns, the Leſſons, 


and the Prayers; and in particular, with reſpcct 
to the latter the Prayers, you will hereby be 
made always ready to expreſs your Aſſent to the 
Petitions offered up by the Miniſter, and your fer- 


vent Deſire of obtaining what is therein prayed 


for, by ſaying, Au Ex, in the cloſe of each Prayer: 


Thus likewiſe thoſe Rovings of the Mind, thoſe 


wandering Thoughts, which are too apt to lead us 
from what we ſhould be doing, or thinking on at 
thoſe ſolemn Times, will in a great Meaſure be 
prevented. and -no'Occaſion given for Complaints 
of that Heavineſs and Coldneſs in Devotion, 
which have been aſoril bed to the very Nature of 
Farms of Prayers, tho chey are owing wholly to 
a negligent and · inattentive Uſe of them. For 


Prevention whereof, be ever mindful, that as at 
the Times of Divine Worſhip, we enter profeſſed- 


y into the immediate Preſence: of the great God 


of Heaven and Earth, ſo to demean ourſelves 


with any Careleſneſs or Irreverence before ſo great 
wil Ca: A * 
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A . Majeſty, at the very Time we are making our 
Addreſſes unto him, has ſomething ſs unaccount- 
able in it, that our Prayers thus offered. cannot, 
one would think, be deemed by any a reaſonabli 
Service. And yet, who has not heard Confeſſion 
of Sins, and Interceſſions for Pardon, made unto 
God with ſuch Coldneſs and Indiſferences as to af - 
ford Room fot thinking, that Sit, in the Account 
of thoſe who ſo conſeſs it, is no great Evil; and 
that the Sinner thus confeſling it, in Behalf of 
bimſelf and others, has very little Apprehenſion 
of it's ſtanding in much Need of Forgiveneſs. ES, 
To preyent ſuch. groſs Miſbehayious in our Ad- 
dreſſes to the Throne of Grace, let us by frequent 
Reflections on the Majeſty of that God whom 
we then invoke, on our own Unworthineſs and 
manifold Tranſgreffions, — on the Importance of 
the Things we pray for to our preſent and future 
Happineſs, and—the Greatneſs of thoſe Obliga- 
tigns., We. are continually. under to the Diving. 
Bounty; — by frequent Reflections hereon, I ſay, 
let us habituate our Minds to the moſt awful Ap- 
Prehenſions of that infinite and moſt adorable Be- 
ing to whom we pray. Let us be careful, that 
our Foire and our Geſture may correſpond to the 
Solemnity of that great Concern which is then 
tranſacting between God and our Souls, And 
thoſe in particular, who preſide or officiate in pub- 
lick Devotions, ſhould make it their e/pecial-Care, 
to 14 eh edits pO of a decent Atten- 
andoudtediy. deſerving 
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 the- ſharpeſt Reproof and Cenſure, to behave - 
therwiſe on d eee Es 
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15 Ta * very 21 Mr a, Herbert, in his Coun- 
Thy Paksox, (which was wrote above an hundred 
Years, ago) repreſenting the Par/on praying, has this 
Paſſage, which I take Leave to tranſcribe at Length, 
"8: —— “ That being firſt affected himſelf, he may 

affect alſo his People, knowing that no- Sermom 
moves them ſo much to Reverence, which they for 
get again when they come to Pray, as a devout 
| © Behaviour in the very Act of praying. Accordingly, 

© his Voice is humble, his Words treatable, — and 
«. flow ; yet not ſo ſlow neither, as to let the Fer- 
5 vency of the Supplicant hang and die between 

< ſpeaking; but with a grave Livelineſs, between Fear 
«and Zeal, . pauſing yet preſſing, he performs his - 
1 Duty. Beſides his Example, he havitg often in- 
«© ſtructed his People how to carry themſelves in Di- 
46) vine Service, exacts from them all poſſible Reve. - 
«rence, by no Means enduring- either talking, of - 
10 ſleeping, or gazing, or leaning, -or halfikneeling; - 
or any undutiful Behaviour in them, but cauſing 
| "them, wheh they fit; or ſtand, or kneel, todo all 
„„ ſtreight and ſteady. Poſture, as attending to 
«what is done in the Church, and everyone, Man 
Hand Child, anfwering.aloud both, Amen, and all 

other Anſwers, which are on the Clerks and Peoples 
Pert to anſwer; which Anſwers alſo are to be done 
nat in a huddling or flubbering Faſhion, gaping, ' or 
* ſcratching the Head, ör ſpitting even in the Midſt 
of their Anſwer, but gently and PR: thinking , 
© ha * F egi 
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5 Wr are now come to that Place 6 

| 07 bearing of the Service, when the Miniſter 
9 | proceeds to inſtruct the Congrega- ; 
tion in the Laws of God, to preach - 
his Word, and 90 exhort you to walk worthy of 
chat holy, Facation: wherewith ye are called... 5 
To an Exhortation and Inſtruction of this 
Kind, much Attention - is certainly due: For the 
Word of God, from whence the Subject of the 


22 your Soils [ Jam. i. 21.] He muſt there- 
fre diſcharge this Part of his Office exceedingly - - 
itt, or the Hearers be greatly wanting in what 
may juſtly be expected from them; if much Be- 
nefit is not received from his Expoſition of the 
DoAtrines - of Scripture, and from his Perſuaſions 
to obey the Precepts of it. If the Seed ſown 
ſhould not have it's expected Encreaſe,. I hope the 
Want of Diligence. and Diſcretion in your A- 
nifter will not be the Occaſion thereof. And that 
it may not proceed: from. the Negligence and In- 
attention of the Hearers,..conſider, that the Mo- 
nes to Attention are; in this Caſe many: That 

0 Iten to Inſtrustian, is the Way to gain Know- 

ledge; — that the Subjects or Matters treated on 
ate of great Importance, that the End or Pur- 
poſe of Prenching is no leſs than this, that you 

may be directed in the Way of ation; which 
mult neceſſarily be deemed, by all who make any 
due Eſtimate of Things, a Matter of. the 885 2 
Concegnment in the Works... / 
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To have the Snares of Satan diſcovered, the Evil 

of Sin laid open, the Miſeries which will overtake 

every Sinner who goeth on ſtill in his Wickedneſs, 

laid before you: and proved to be the certain and tre- 
mendous Conſequenees of a Life that iſſues in Im- 

peniteney, (which, in the Courſe of our preaching, 

is what we are employed in giving you Proof of) 
 _ theſe Things muſt needs, to every conſiderate Per- 

ſon, appear to be of the greats Moment to our Hap- . 

pineſs. And therefore to ſlacp, or talk away, this Sea - 

ſon of Inftruftion,—to appear to be, or really to be, 

| wholly unaffefted with Diſcourſes of this Kind, is a 

| fad Proof, that the Souls of ſuch Perſons are im- 
merſed in Senſuality, loſt to a Senſe of their true N 
Intereſt, and in a very lamentable Condition. ;— - 

im that Condition which the Apoſtle deſcribes. by 

being dead in Treſpaſſes and dite. From-whick the 

fame Apoſtle. endeavours to rouze all ſuch le- 

thargiek Sinners, by calling - aloud, Aale tho 

that ſleepe/t,” and ariſe from the Dead, and Chriſt 

Hall give thee Light + Eph. v. 14. And when this. 

decomes their Caſe, to be thus awakened and en- 
lightened, they will then be capable of diſcerning, 
and be enamoured with the Beautierof Holineſs; - 
which it is an eſſential Part alſo of- the Pachers 
Buſineſs to deſcribe; as it. is. likewiſe" tor ſet forth 

F the Rewards of well- doing, a8 far as our Words 

and our Language: Willb enable us. Perfect De- 

fſeriptions of thoſe· Rewards We are indeed no 
A Ways able to give: But ſo much we can diſcover 

thereof, and ſo repreſent them, as to make it 

manifeſt to every attentive Hearer, chat this ale - 

| infinitely . 
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co G bearing Sermon 
infinitely deſirable; moſt deſerving of that patient 
Continuance in the Ways of Holineſs, and Obe- 
dience to the Will of God, which is made ne- 
| ceſſary, in order to render us meet to receive ſo 
great a Recompence, ſo exceeding great a Re- 
ward as the Ghries of Heaven. And ſhould any 
Thing be allowed to draw off your Attention 
from Concerns of ſo great Weight and Moment ? 
Every Thing, aſſuredly, relating to this Life, — 
the Buſineſs, the Cares, and: the Pleaſures there- 
of; are as nothing, and ſhould be accounted: as 
nothing, compared with theſe Things which are 
the uſual Subjects of Sermons, and of thoſe Ser- 
mons, I doubt not, at which you are, or ſhould 
de preſent on every Lord's A ben 9 


15 ſome great Neceſſity. 
AND» that; the Word ee mey mood: you, 


by being mixed: with: Faith, (Heb. iv. 2.) let it 
be your Prayer unto God, that He. would open 
your Eyes, that you may ſee the :ewondrous Things 
of His Law); and: that He would ſo incline your 
Hearts, by the Influence of His holy Spirit, that 
you may be Doers of the Mord, and not Hearers 
 -only, deceiving your wn ſelves; that you may nat 
de as the Man whom: St James. deſcribes, who 
 beholdeth bis nuturul Face in a Glaſi, and going bis 
May, firaightway fargetteth what Anme Mo 
be-was. Jam. i. 22, 23, 24. 

Too avoid ſo uſeleſs, ſo fruitleſs: A Kind af —1 = 
ing; when you have been at Church, and are re- 
turned to your own Houſes, allow yourſelves ſome 


Ima aaa in the . of the 11 — | 
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| Of Family-Worſhip.. 215 
for a propor Reflection on ſuch Parts of your 
Duty as you have heard explained to you: That 
the Seed ſoton may not be like that in the 
Parable, which is ſaid to have been ſown on fony: 
Places, where there-was no Depth of Earth, or by: 
the Way-fide, where the Fowls of the Air came and 
rable our Saviour deſcribes the Caſe of all incon- 
ſiderate Hearers of his Word, — of thoſe who lay 
nothing to Heart of what they have heard, — 
make no Compariſon between the Deſcription 
given in the Scriptures of a Chriſtian, and their- 


own State and Condition, — between their Manner 


of Life and the Laws of God, which ſhould be 
the Rule of their Behaviour. Preaching to ſuch 
| Perſons, is compared to ſowing Seed on the Sur- 
face of that Ground which has never been opened 
to receive it. Theſe, as our Saviour expreſſes it, 
have no Root in themſelues.: How then can the Seed 
_ fown: bring forth the Fruits of Holineſs ? When 
thus it is received, or thus ſuffered to lis neglected, 
what Expectations can be had of e or 
| Encreaſe from it; 
_ AND that your 8 Behavious, 


in the Week following may be un 07 Fan 
der the Influence of religious Sen- Heul 
timents, I muſt not omit being 

very earneſt in perſuading you to —* God daily | 


with your Families, For every Family is to be con- 
je&& to the fame a the Ble Hage of 


_ W. The Members of a _— | 
ye 
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have one common Intereſt in the Mercies vouchs . 
ſafed them, and their Wants in common with 
each other; and as a Body thus united, and de- 
pendent on the Providence of God, they have no 
Way of making their Acknowledgments for the 
Bleflings they receive, or of ſeeking the Relief of 
their Wants from Heaven, but by joining toge- 
ther in Prayers and Thankſgivings: Wherein con- 
ſiſts that Worſhip, which I would gladly prove in 
ſome Meaſure an Inſtrument of introducing, in 
thoſe Families where it is neglected. For as I. 
am fully perſuaded of your Duty in this particu- 
may be expected from your Compliance with it, 
and many great Miſchiefs which do certainly grow 
out of that Diſuſe of Fumily-Morſpip which is 
Matter of too juſt, and too general a Complaint. 
Sure I am, there muſt be a ſenſible and continual 
Decay of Religion in: thoſo Families wherein God 

is: not thus worſhipped ;— that the Concerns of 
Eternity take up but very little Room in the 
Heads and Hearts of thoſe Parents or Maſters, 
vho can wholly neglect the calling together their 
Houſholds, to pay this Debt to Providence daily, 
and that the Worſhip of God in our Churches 
can never be expected to be performed as it ought, 
till it thus enen keine OE ane eh in eur 
own Houſes. 
HxEREONY will Grady dene he Datifolnes 
of Children to their Parents, and the Fidelity of 
Servants to their Maſters; they will hereby learn 


by! en as they ought in their reſpective I 
rom 


n 
; 
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from Principles of Religion, and Conſcience daily 
awakened ;— they will fear to be guilty of Diſo- 
bedience to your juſt Commands, or of giving 
you any juſt Cauſe of Offence, from a Regard to 
a higher and greater Authority than any on Earth, 
even that of the great Parent of Mankind, the 
Lord and Maſter of us all, and my Rewearder of 
every one according. to his Worts. | 


Tr you might not want any needful Helps 
for the Exerciſe of Family Devotion, I long ago 


ſent you ſome Forms of Prayer for ſuch Occa- 


ſions &: And to ſhew how much I deſire your ſpiri- 
tual Improvement in this Part of your Duty, 1 


have at this Time added hereto ſomething of the 
like Kind, compoſed more particularly for your 
Vke, and ſuited, 1 haves to your Circumftances 


„ 


— aud leſs , for Es: in ning 


— 


what ſo rt Concerns the Good of your Souls, 


ay 


N ey ——— r TN 


” * 1 "the. my. "aſa Books of this Bind, 
| there i is none that I more earneſtly recommend. to your 
Peruſal, than that publiſhed by a very worthy Prelate, 


the reſent Biſhop of London, intitled, Family De- 


voriow. The Exhortation his Lordſhip there gives 


to Family Prayer, is drawn up with ſuch a Spirit of 
Piety, and Force of Reaſon, that it can ſcarce fail of 


making ſtrong Impreſſions on the Minds of thoſe, Who 


are not utterly loſt to all Senſe of Religion. 
This Tra& is printed for M. Downing in FR 
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Av if out of that CelleHjon J alſo ſent you 
from the /inging Pſalms, to be uſed in the publick 
Service of the Church, vou would make Choice 

of ſome whoſe Tunes may with moſt Eaſe be | 
_ learnt, and have them ſung in your Families as 
Time and Opportunity may ſerve for that Pur- | 
Poſe, eſpecially at the Seaſons of Prayer, it would 
be very uſeful and commendable. A L; of this 
Kind you will find at the End of theſe Papers: 
And remember, that St Paul and St James do 
both recommend this Practice in fuch Terms as 
muſt needs be interpreted a ſtrict Injunction, 
where there is any Skill or 7 5 of making uſe 
thereof. Col. iii, 16. Jam. v. 

In the Lif of Pſalms juſt NAY no other 
Perf is referred to, but that of Sternbold and 

kins ; as none other is generally bound up with 
our Bibles or Common - Prayer Books : In ſome late 
Editions of which Verſion as ſeveral Alterations | 
| have been made for the better, thoſe Editions are 

-undoubtedly to be preferred to the more ancient 
ones, wherein the Language is grown, through 
Length of Time, in many Places uncoith and ob- 
Folete. The ſeveral Portions I have extracted are, 
I think, che beſt Parts thereof; and as ſuch, they 

are recommended to the Uſe of thoſe who are not 
poſſeſſed of any better or more elegant Verſion. 

Ix cannot well be expreſſed, how much Benefit 
| would ariſe from ſo heavenly an Exerciſe as P/a/- 
moch, performed with Decency and Devotion, To 
every devout Mind it is certainly attended with 


that Delight of which the Soul of Man _— 
fai 


r y oe” BS. coat oe 
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fail of being joyfully conſcious, when it is thus 
raiſed to a Communion and Fellowſhip with thoſe 
bleſſed Spirits above, whoſe happy Employment 


— 


it is to be ever praiſing their great Creator. A 


very little Time, in each Day, will ſerve for this 


holy Exerciſe of Prayer and Thankſgiving, in your 
Families; ſo very little, that, T hope, no Ob- 
jection will be made againſt it on that Account. 
Bur perhaps this may be charged by others, as 
an Affectation of being thought more righteous 
and devout than your Neighbours; and a falſe 
Shame may ſeize you of appearing / ingularly good 
and pious, I am no Advocate for, but an Enemy 


indeed to Appearances, where there is no Reality 


to ſupport them, But where the Reality of being 
good, or doing well, cannot ſubſiſt without Ap- 
pearances, there Appearances ſhould be of no ſuch 
Account with us, as to-diſcourage any good Per- 
formances. In Truth, to be aſhamed of being 
realhj good, leſt we ſhould appear to be ſo, is to 
do that which is really ſhameful, in order to avoid 


| Diſgpace: It is, in the preſent Caſe, to omit do- 


ing that which is*moſt reaſonable and becoming 
us, in order to avoid the Cenſures of thoſe, whoſe 
Cenſures ought to be deſpiſed, when put in the 


Ballance with our Duty and Obligations, as 


Chriſtians: It is the very Crime the Apoſtle con- 


demns, of wing the Praiſe of Men mare than the 


Praiſe of 'Gid; [John xii. 43.] and ſomething ſo 
very near akin to being aſhamed of our Saviour and 
his Iords, that it will 1 be eafy to diſtinguiſh the 
one : from the other. For what leſs is the being 

* aſhamed 
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| aſhamed of the publick PraQlice of that Piety, o or of 
any of thoſe Duties, which. his Religion enjoins? And 

how can ſuch Perſons avoid expecting to have their 
Share in that eternal lofamy, which ſhall. befal 

| thoſe of whom He has declared, He will be a- 
ſhamed, when He cometh. in the Glory. of His Father, 
with, the holy Angels, Mark Tit a8.- - 

Ix then you have not already begun 18 Wor- 
ſhip of God in your. Houſes, let it be a ſufficient 
Inducement to you immediately to, ſet about it, 
to reflect, that Piety towards God will, in all 
Likelihood, by this Means ſtrike deep Root in your 
own Minds, and in the Minds df your Children, 
Servants, and. Depondants ; and will not only, be 
attended. with the Bleſſings of Pardon. and Peace 
in your Souls, but alſo with the Evidences of it's 
being implanted therein, by producing the Fruits 
of Juſtice, Temperance, Charity, Humility, and 

| Induſtry. For true Piety, as I before "obſerved, 
is the Les of den Virtue, Fach common 


„„ „„ „e 


in rr Laboor, and Endeavours to acquire 
Neceſſaries, and Conveniences of this + "ar 


Wuren Labours and . 
Of Labour vours, in an ee allo wing 
and hu. your worldly Callings, if ſanQiped i | 


by, Prayer, and a De nge on b 

God 8 Providence. for his. Blefling thereon, may N 
ot be ee, a genuine, Effect of true, Godli- 
1 neſs; 


IF od? 
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neſs; inaſmuch as a contrary Behaviour bs braided 
by the Apoſtle, with a moſt reproachful'Mark of 
Infamy. For as he commanded the Theſſalonians 
to work, that they might eat their own Bread; fo, 
in his Epiſtle to Timothy, he ſpeaks with great In- 
dignation againſt thoſe, who, through their Idleneſs, 
ſuffer their Families to want what is needful for 
them; affirming, that if any provide not for bis 
6101 Heuſbold, be has denied the Faith, and is worſe 
than an Infidel. 2 Theſſ. iti. 1e. 1 Tim. v. 8. 
Let it therefore be eſteemed your Duty to attend 
diligently to the Proviſion you are to make for 
your own Subſiſtence, and that of your Families, 
by induſtrious Labour: Let this be eſteemed as 
much your Duty on'the other Days of the Week, 
as religious Exerciſes are on the Lord's Day. I 
do not mean, that Works of Piety, in the ſtricteſt 
Senſe of that Word, ſuch as Prayer, or hearing 
and reading the Word- of God, are- to be- neg- 
lected on the Week - Days, when Opportunities 
offer, and Time may be obtained from your other 
needful Employments for that End: Certainly 
they dught not. But I would have you withal 
perſuaded, that you are doing your Duty; whilſt 
you are following your worldly Buſineſs ;— and 
that You are guilty of a very great Sin, if yo 


ſuffer yourſelves to be diverted from it, by any 


Suggeſtiofis which Thould lead you to think, that 
you are not tlien /erving Grd. For what is D 
Grd, if ding our Duty in that State ds: unte 
which He has mo ww is woe” 5 


5 | D 2 5 Tahar 


a 0 wn | 
| Tur ſome well-meaning, Chriſtians have 
wad otherwiſe of this Matter, may proba- 

bly. have ariſen from thoſe Paſſages of Scriptures 
wherein all Care and Concern for earthly Things 
ſeem to be condemned. As where our Saviour 
commands his Diſciples to tale no Thought what 
they /hould eat, or what they ſhould drink, or where- 
withal they ſhould be claathad. Matth. vi. 31. But 
as the Greek Words here rendered *, Take. na 
Thought, ſignify, Be not anriouſſy, or 4p! ee 
careful, ſo St Luke acquaints us, that our Lord 
Himſelf gave this Interpretation thereof, in his De- 
livery of the like Precept, (Luke xii. 29.) when 

to his Command of, Stel not what ye ſhall. eat, or 
what ye bull drink, He added, Neither be ye of 


doubtful Mind: That is, ſo as to diſtruct the Kind- 


neſs of God's Providence, in proſpering that La- 
bour which He has, in the ordinary Courſe of 
Things, made neceſſary to the —— Sg 
5 needful for the Body. 

So that theſe, and the like Paſſages of "1 Taking 
only. condemn that Solicitude and | Anxiety about 
- earthly Things, to which we are indeed es: ; 
but which ſhould be reſtrained by ſuch; C 
tions as theſe, that the Fruits of the: Earth are 
the Gift of God, and ſhould be acknowledged as 
his Bleſſing on our Labour and Induſtry; — which 
Labour and Tnduftry will be employed to no. real 
or laſting Advantage to us, without his Bleſſing, 
who nnen . * TY as the W ee ys, 


* 41 F | ; richh 


pri engage of 2 as he nee; e 


Of Labour and Fg. 29 
richly to emoy, 1 Tim, vi. 17. His Bleſſing on 
eur Labours; and his Favour accompanying the 
Enjoyments of this Life, are indeed the only true 
and valuable Riches. And a full Perſuaſion here- 
of, is the beſt and moſt effectual Means, of ex- 
pelling from ourMinds that Doubtfulneſs, « or; ruſt, 
which our Saviour juſtly condemns, as being molt 
contrary to every Thing which can be called a 
virtuous or religious Dependence on Goc 5 Provi- 
dence, for our Maintenance and Support in this 


Life: Which Maintenance and Support it would- 


be juſt as preſumptuous, and ſinful, to expect, 
without the Uſe of our own Labour, as it would 


be profane and ungodly to expect it merely from 


that Labour we employ, and . to employ, in 
obtaining it. 


- NEITHER 1 ch I Feiern in Ai Things | 


netAful for the- Body, by any Means inconſiſtenr 


no Ways inconſiſtent with Prayer; or with: reli. 
gious Contemplatiam. Fe or what, but a Mind wholly” 


intent on earthly Things, ſhould hinder the Huſ-- 


bandman or the Labourer, when at his Work, 


from ſometimes liſting; up his Soul unte Goc in a 
devout Ejaculation,” or rt Prayer; for a Dae 4 


Bleſſing on the I of his: Hands, or for Gocke 


preventing and reſtraining Grace, to keep” Him 


from the Evil of any Sin, to which he. may be- 
tempted? Or what ſhould hinder us from-think-- 


ing, that ſuch „hort Petitions-will be as acceptable 


irn 
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or Cloſets? Certainly no goed Reaſon can be given; 
why they ſhould not be equally acceptable to that 
God, who ſeeth and knoweth the Hearts of all 
Men; and requires no more from any one, than 
> Proportion to the TIA Abilities _ e 
given for Fan! it. | 
Tubus as "Ee 2 * de 
o Reb uſe of by the labouring Man, even 
fer when engaged in his daily Labour; 
ſo may religious Contemplation like- 
| wiſe” on che Works- and Word of God. The 
Things with which"-he” moſt eonverſes, which 
he has always before him, and wherein he has his 
daily. Employment, ſuggeſt a moſt obvious and 
important Truth, that of the Providence of God, 
in the Care of his Creatures in this Life: — A 
Truib frequently taught in Seripture, and exem- 
plifled in the ſeveral Species of Animals and Ve- 
getables, much inferior to Man. To this Purpoſe 
zs that Divine Reaſoning of our bleſſed Lord 
If God fo clethe the Graſs of the Held, if He /o 
| feeds the Fowls' the Air, as we ſee He does; Are 
not we much better than they? Shall: He not there- 
fore much more clothe us ? 'Matthiwi.- 26, 30. Ari 
200- not much better than they That is,—are we 
not. created with more excellent Natures? are 
we not Beings of an higher Order, than the 
Plants of the Earth; or the Beaſts ef the Field ? 
And if it is reaſonable to think, that God's Care 
and Preſervation of all his · Creatures ſhould be in 
M tion to their Worth and Value, the 
an a front viewing the Things 
— 


each of * to reaſon on * in the follow - 
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of Religious Contemplation? 31 
with which he is ſurrounded, an Argument, and 
Proof before his Eyes, [no Ways difficult to be 
made the frequent Subject of his Thoughts] that 


the Mercy of God is over all his Works, that the 


Maker of all Things is careful of the Works of 
his Hands; particularly of Man, the moſt noble 
of his Productions in- this lower Worlcect. 
* AND as we are taught likewiſe from the Word 
of God, not only that the Things which are ne- 
ceſſary for the Support of this preſent Life are 


Mmitiiſtred to us from our merciful Creator, but 
that we are made alſo for another Life, which is 
to have no End; ſo the Huſtandman is frequent- 


ly reminded of that awful Day, when he ſhall 
riſe again with his Body, to live for ever. Of 


this the Corn he ſows affords! him a 2e Emblem 


ſhould. often, put him in Remembrance thereof: 


It being from hence St Paul illuſtrates the Chriſtiar | 


Doctrine of the Reſurrection of our Bodies, (1 Cor. 


xv.) And how can it be poſſible to be reminded, 


in fo lively a Manner of this, without ſome ſuita- 


ble Reflexions on that great Event, which is im- 


mediately to follow it: I. mean, that general 


Judęment vhich will enſue; 3 wherein every ane 


Hall receive the Things done in his. Body, according 


10 that he hath done, whether it be good or bad? 
2.Cor. v. 10. And how can you think of that 


great Day of Recompence, and not allow it to 


Have it's proper Influence on your preſent Beha- 
viour ? I imagine it would be natural enough for 


inf | 


ing Manner, biz. Seeing that thus it muſt be, 
< that I ſhall put off this my Body by Death, to 
“ ho other End, than as the Seed I ſow diveſts 
< it's preſent Form, dying only to miniſter to a 
new Birth, that it may riſe again, whit Manner 
6 of Perſon ſhould this perſuade me 10 be, in all 
« holy C onverſation and Godlineſs, (2 Pet. iii. 11.) 
e looking for that Day of God, wherein Hi wil} 
« render to eviry Man aceofing to bis Works.” 
May it not well be expected, that ſomething like this 
; ſhould frequently ocetir to the Huſbandman's Mind, 
and occaſion Reflexions therein like thoſe T have 
here mentioned? And who that beffows  fingle 
Thought on this great End of our Being, but 
muſt ſee the infinite Folly 6f alk Sin and Wieked- 
neſs, which has fuch unſpeakable Miſery attend- 
ing it, as everlaſting Puniſhment im notber World, 
Which is the Wages of Unrighteouſnefs in 1515 ? 
Or who can be unwilling to live 4 ſober; righte- 
| ous, and godly Life, when ſuch Happinef Here- 
after, we ate aſſured; ſhall be the Reward there- 
of, as Eye- hath not Jets; nor Ear huard; neither 
| hath if entered imo the Heart of Man to conceive 
it? 1 Cor. ii. 9. How tage and jcyliſ muſt 
every Thing appear to the Man who is perſuaded, | 
that the Pleaſure it offers muſt coſt him ſuch an 
immenſe Price, as the Peace of his Conſcience; and 
the Favour of his God, and Expoſe him to the 
Danger of eternal Perdition in another Life? Can 
it polfibly be eſteemed an hard Service, to do al- 
ways that which is lawful” and right; to live in 
— to reſiſt n 
| Fraud 


| Fraud. and Intemperance; to do juſth, to love 
Mercy, and to walk, humbly, with our Cd? How 


can any. of theſe Things appear hard or unreaſon- 


able? Or if we ſhould find no ſmall Difficulty i in 
ſubduing our ſenſual Appetites, and overcoming, 
the Temptations we meet with, can we refuſe to 
ſubmi it to our Duty herein, when we conſider, 
that Peace of Conſcience in this Life, and ever- 


laſting Happineſs in the other; are the promiſed. 


and glorious Rewards fet before us? 


Thus I have endeavoured to —— the Ts: | 
tance and Advantage of religious Conſideration z.. 
and withal, how the great Things of God's Law, 

the main Parts of our Duty, as well as the mighty 


Rewards of well - doing, lie open to the Contem- 

plation of all Perſons,. who chuſe to make them 

the. Subjects of their Thoughts and Reflexions. , 
Arp as our Duty is no where 


ele ſo perfectly taught, as in the Of reading 


facred Scriptures of the Goſpel, nor the holy Scrip- 


any where. elſe ſo ſtrongly recom- tures... 


mended to our Practice, it becomes 


; Matter of indiſpenſible Obligation, and _ 1 


ceſſary to all the Purpoſes of a good and holy Life, 
that we be frequent in reading the holy. Scriptures; 
which, in every Thing neceſſary for all Perſons to 
underſtand, are W to all. I 1 wiſh 
this. particular, as I en, and am certain, 
there i is. Alas! who ſhall ſuiciently, lament the 
grieyous Neglect and Diſuſe of thoſe lively Ora- 


| fed as We deu are n juſtly ſtiled; 4 | 
38. 
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38.] Which are Mun looked irito by Neale N 
— by great Numbers öf | thoſe, who yet 81 
themſelves 'Ehriſtians;: are never conſulted. of 
all the Omiffions of öur Duty, this ſurely muſt be 
deemed dne of the moſt featidalous, eſpecially in 
a Obri fan and Prot tant Country; where our 
Liberty in this Reſpect i is indeed our Boaſt, and 
would be our Glory, if we made that Uſe of it 
| which we ougtit:. But as this is not the Caſe of 
| thoſe I am ſpeaking of, fo their Condition may 
with great Truth be faid to be worſe, as it ren- 
ders them mofe culpable, than the Condition of 
thofe with whom the Bible is locked up in an an- 
Rnoton Tongue, or who With Difficulty obtain a: 
Licetice to reag it in their own. May not this 
Dilregard | to the holy Scriptures be juſtly called a 
contemptuous Neglect of the Word of God? Is 
it not forſaking the Fountain of living Waters, and 
tempting Providerice to deliver us up to be taught 
"Trp *. 1 Ren atrid 


which pe Uh the gaining | perfect 
Underſtanding « of. the Laws of God, I have 886 
added forme Birte to thoſe Portions of Holy 

Scripture, which are of more eſpecial Te | 
to you to become abquainted with. Thoſe which 
the Ef calls, thr wont Things if SC 
Lato, will hereby be laid before you, and merit 
your Alchitativn, Arid as you Will — gain, 
T ops; 2 tebp and URting Seriſe of God's petfett 
Hatred 6f Iniquity; and his Eove of Righteouſ- 


een I 
truſt, . 


of receiving the Sacrament. 35 
truſt, confirm your Faith in the Promiſes of God 


to a Life of Virtue, and in his Threatnings againſt . 
all. Continuance | in. Sin. For Faith, the Apoſtle 
aſſures. us, ( Rom. x. 17.) cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by. the Mord F God; that is, ſuch hear- | 
ing as \begetzeth, Faith cometh by the Word of 
Go, + 

NEITHER. ſhould it Fel ſtrange, that. the 
Will of God, which was revealed that it might 
be believed, ſhould have a peculiar Aptitude or 
Fitneſs to this End, of gaining Belief; ſince the 

Excellency of the Subje ects treated of therein, and 
the, Excellency of the Manner of their Delivery, 
give that internal Evidence of their Divine Ori- 
ginal, which, cannot eaſily be withſtood, and which 

therefore, ſince the. ceaſing, of Miracles, is one of 
the moſt conſiderable of thoſe Proofs, which may. 
-be ſaid to be adapted to the Capacities of the un- 
learned: Not to ſay, that the Promiſe of the 

Heip of God's Spirit is made good to thoſe, who 
faithfully. uſe theſe Means. of his Provifion. So. 

that thoſe among you, who, neglect. reading, the 

Scriptures, do wilfully refuſe the Advantage of 
that Evidence, which the Scriptures themſelves af- 
ford, of their being the Word of God; and are 

in the greateſt Danger of falling i into a mo 955 
plorable State of Infidelity, „ 

LASTLY, as a, Fruit of your Of receiving 
Faith in  Chrift, and Love to the th Inds 
God; and a8 a Means of promo- . 5 Tea 
ting Holineſs in your own Per- 

"any. and in your Families, encourage by your, 

Example 


35 3 of rectivng 6 the Sacrament. 
Example and Admonition, the receiving the 8a. : 
crament e of the Lord 's Supper, as often as Invita- 
tion is given, you thereto. Be ever mindful'of the 
Precept of our Lord and Saviour, which com- 
mands us to receive this Sacrament in Remembrance 
of Him, Lule xxii. 19; and of the Advice of 
St Paul, which directs us to the Manner of re- 
ceiving it as we ought, by examining our ſelves be- 
fore we artake thereof. 1 Cor. xi. 28. Im which 
Precept of the Apoſtle, and in that Behaviour 
which will be a natural Conſequence of obeying 
it, is contained all that is neceſſary to a right 
Performance of this Duty; the due Diſcharge 
whereof is of very great Moment to your Im- 
provement in Holineſs; as will eaſily appear, ff 
you conſider, what is meant by the Examination 
commanded before we eat of that Bread, and drink 
F that Cup, together with the Benefits afligned, 
7 the ſame Apoſtle, to a due partaking thereof. 
I., As to the Examination of ourſelves, before 
we partake of this Sacrament, it will not be 
_ doubted, that it is of the religious Kind; and 
tree an Examination into our ſpiritual State, 
or the Condition of 6ur Souls. And if ſuch is 
the Examination which is commanded before we 
receive this Sacrament, then it cannot fail, if we 
thus examine ourſelves Hong and truly, of diſ- 
covering to us wherein we have tranſgreſſed the 
Laws of God, nor of making us ſenſible, at the 
ſame Time, of the Want we are in of Forgive- 
neſs, nor of exciting us to ſeek our Forgiveneſs 


by: Repentance and Faith in Chr; ft; ; "which are 
| made 


Q receiving the Sacrament, 37 
made in his Goſpel the Conditions of our being at 
any Time pardoned and accepted. So that the 
Examination which is commanded is cloſely, you 
ſee, connected with the Practice of our Chriſtian 
Duty, in the moſt fundamental Parts thereof; and 
muſt needs therefore very much conduce to our 
Advancement in Piety or Godlineſs. And that 
the receiving this Sacrament is conducive to this 
great End, will appear likewiſe, | 
24ly, FRom-conſidering the Benefits which the 
Apoſtle aſſigns to a due Participation of it: Which 
Benefits are thus ſet forth and deſcribed-by St Paul, 
- Cor. x. 16, The Cup. of Bleſſing which we bleſs, 
4s. it not the Communion of the Blood of C brift ? 
De Bread which we break, is it not the Communion 
of the Boch of Chriſt? As if the Apoſtle had ſaid, 
Who can deny, that they are ſo? And as certain- | 
ly as the Communion of the Body and Blood of 
_ Chriſt, (which is affirmed to be in this Sacra- 
ment) was intended to import ſome great Benefits 
and Advantages; ſo it is equally certain, thoſe 
| Benefits muſt be underſtood to be of the ſpiritua] 
Kind, or to have relation unto our Souls. For 
the Words of the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of 'a Commu. 
nion of the Body and Blood of Chrift in this Sacra- 
ment, do not admit of a literal Senſe, and muſt 
therefore be underſtood in a ſpiritual one. If fo, 
then as eating and drinking, in the common and 
natural May, tends to the Refreſhment and Nou- 
riſhment of our Bodies; ſo eating and drinking, 
in this ay of our Lord's Apprintment, will con- 
duce to the en and Nee of 
; * our 
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our 127 in the Paths of Virtue and Holi- 
neſs. 


Tas Benefit from receiving the Saen we 


are authorized to expect, provided we receive it 
with thoſe Diſpoſitions of Heart and Mind, which 


will attend a due Examination of ourſelves before 


we go thither, 
NonE indeed of the Means of Grace can 


| mend our ſpiritual State, unleſs we uſe them in a 


por Manner. For Inſtance, if we hear the 


ord of God preached to us, how can we be 
made better thereby, without a becoming Atren- 


tion to the Preacher? And is not Recollection after- 
wards as neceſſary, as Attention was at the Time 
of hearing it? Or, if Prayer unto God is the 


Duty we would perform, mult we not be careful, 


that we aſk of Him Juch Things only as are agree- 


able to his Will, and in ſuch Manner as He has 


; preſcribed ?—with an Heart devoted to his Ser- 
vice, and with a Charity embracing all Mankind, 


Enemies as well as Friends. So, if we come to 


the holy Communion, to commemorate the Love 


of Chriſt, that we may be more firmly united to 


Him, as the Head of that Body his Church, of 
which we are Members, and that we may par- 
take of that ſpiritual Food which He has provided 
for us, muſt it not in all Reaſon be expected in 
this Caſe, that we do this in that Manner which 
He by his Apoſtle has enjoined, — by ſo examining 
- ourſelves, as to think before-hand, what we are 
about to do, what Sort of Duty we are called 
| 8 to Gicharge, and what Affections and Diſ- 


poſitions 
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- 1 of Mind will belt ſuit with the Diſcharge 
of it? 
Lew us then at ſuch Times examine, how 
much we want the Pardon of our Sins, and an 
Encreaſe of Virtue; — whether we do ſincerely 
and heartily deſire, and can be truly thankful for, 
the Bleſſings of our Redemption, — and can con- 
fide in the Merits of Chri/? for the Conveyance of 
them upon our ſtedfaſt Faith, and ſincere Re- 
pentance and Amendment of Life. To expect 
theſe Bleſſings any otherwiſe, is equally. abſurd 
with expecting, that the Food we eat for the: 
Nouriſhment of our Bodies, ſhould ſerve for that 
End, when we have no digeſtive Faculty. For 
as, in ſuch Caſes, what is eaten under ſuch an il 
Habit of Body, tends to the Encreaſe of it's Diſ- 
orders ; ſo with reſpe& to this ſpiritual Food, the 
ke Indiſpoſition of Soul to receive; and appro- 
priate it to it's Nouriſhment in Goodneſs, muſt” 
needs render it's State worſe : Juſt as the negli- 
gent Uſe, or Abuſe of the other Means of Grace, 
ſuch as Prayer, and hearing the Word of God, 
likewiſe do. We put ourſelves thereby into ſuch 
an evil State, as juſtly expoſes us to the Diſplea- 
fure and Judgments. of God; which is what the 
Apoſtle: may well be ſuppoſed to intend, ſpeaking 
(1 Cor. xi. 29.) of thoſe who eat and drink Fuaę- 
ways, or Condeninatim t themſelves i in this Sa- 
7 1 
> The Gree : Word (1 Gar. 1 xi. 29) Kela, which 
in our Trandlation Is, rendered," Damnation, ſignifies, 
SE, Vana, 
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crament, by ſo unworthily partaking thereof, as to 


make no Diſtinction between that and common 
Food ; for which He reproves the Corinthians : 
And all Approaches thereto, by a wilful Negli- 


| gence of the End or Deſign of this Sacrament, 


or irreverent Abuſe thereof, are, in their ſeveral 


: Degrees and Proportions, ſo many Approaches td 
the Guilt of thoſe Corintbians. 


Bor let us not imagine we can be ſafe in ſhun- 
ning one Extream by running into the other ; or 


by paſſing from a prophane Abuſe into a wilful 
Neglect of this Ordinance ; as if this expoſed us 
to leſs Danger, or made us Iefs liable to the Diſ- 
pleaſute of Almighty God. For why ſhould a 
careleſs Performance of a known Duty be thought 
more criminal, than a wilful Neglect of perform- 


ing it, "when a fair Opportunity offers? Here is a 


me Saunen of our en in an Inſtance which 


— 
—— 
22 


— 


Fadgment, or „einne Dr Whitby's Comment 
on the Word is as follows: 8 


n LK iH, Damnation.) The Word imports tempo- 
„ ral Judgments; as where St Peter ſaith, The Time 


* is come dpga0 vai 70 upipa, that Judgment muſt be- 
1. gin at the Houſe of God, 1 Pet. iv. 17. not Damna- 
tion ſurely : And this is certainly the Import of the 
% Word here, (1.). Becauſe the Corinthians, did thus 


, eat unworthily, and yet the Judgments inflicted on 


« them for ſo doing, were only temporal, viz. Weak- 
5 neſs, Sickne/i, and Death, ver. 30. (2.) Becauſe 
„ the Reaſon aſſigned of thoſe Judgments i is, That they 


« might. not be condemned in the other World, or that 


« « they might not be obnoxious to Damnation, ver. 32. 


is 


— 
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is known and acknowledged to be our Duty; 
which is wilful Sinning: And does not wilful 
Sinning expoſe us to the Wrath of God, and de- 
prive us of a Title to any juſt Expectations of the 
Mercies of the Goſpel Covenant? For avoiding 
which deplorable State, let the Seaſons that inter- 
vene hetwixt your Invitation to the Lord's Supper, 
and the Time wherein it is adminiſtred, be made 
uſe of, in calling your paſt Ways to Remem- 
brance; — in lamenting thoſe Offences whereof 
your Conſeiences accuſe you; — and in revolving - 
in your Minds the incomparable Love of God, in 
glving our bleſſed Saviour to be a Propitiation for” 
our Sins. Herein, ſays St Paul, (Rom. N 
8 Cad commendeth his Love towards us, in that while 
we were yet Sinners, Chrift died for us, If fo, 
ſurely then his Love in undertaking, and thus 
executing the great Work of our Nr F : 
will for ever deſerve to be moſt thankfully re- 
membred by us, in this WF of- his own Appoint- 
ment. | 
Fon the Aſfiſtance of” your Meditations: and: 
Devotions on this Occaſion, the Office for the Com- 
munionz in your Common Prayer Books, may be of 
great Service, if read. over with due Attention. 
All the Particulars, concerning which it is need 
ful we ſhould examine ourſelves, before we go 
thither, are ſet forth in the Exhortations before,” 
and at the Time 'of receiving 3 ; and the Mercies 
of our Redemption are therein deſcribed, in a- 
Manner apt to convey the moſt diſtinct and af- 
fecting! Remembrance thereof, 85 that whatever 
. Nee 
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Advantage may be expected from other Books © 
wrote on this Subject, there cannot well be ſaid 


to be any Neceſſity of your providing yourſelves 


with any other Directions, or Helps, than thoſe 


wWjhich the Communion Service does itſelf furniſh to 
every one who is provided with. a Common Prayer 


Book... But, leſt it ſhould prove too diſkcMt for 
you ta convert thoſe Prayers, in the Office for the 
Communion, to. private, which* were. made for 
Publick Uſe, I have added two Prayers on this im- 


portant Occaſion,, the one to be uſed befare, the 


other after. the Time of receiving. 
I BAVE now hid before you the- 


"Of the Impor + . ſeveral Particulars, at leaſt the ſeve- 


tance of true ral great. Branches, of your Duty to | 
Godlineſs,. God, im the Practice whereof true 
| © Godlineks conſiſts; To which per- 


| mit me finally to. exhort you, from the great In- 
pbortance of your being thus gadly or pious, in order 


to the Diſcharge of your Duty in all- other Re- 
ſpects; and. from that unſpeakable Happineſs or 


Miſery, to. which your Piety, or your Ungodli- 
ness, in. which ſoever you ſhall chuſe to live here, 


will bring you hereafter... _ 

Tu Importance of your. Nag truly goaly or 
pious, in. order to the Diſcharge of the other Parts. 
of your Duty, may be eaſily diſcerned, by conſi- 
dering the Connexion there is between Piety, Cha- 
rity, and Sobriety; or how naturally and eaſily 
we are led from the one to the other.. 

As, with Reſpect to Charity, That Pie n 


inſtructs us in our Duty, and gives us a deep 
Senſe. 
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Senſe of our Obligations to our Maker, which diſ- 
plays the Love of God towards us in our Crea- 
tion, Preſervation, and Redemption, the ſame 
Piety will make it appear to us moſt reaſonable, 
and what may juſtly. be expected from us, that if 
God has / loved us, we ought alſo to love one ano- 
ther - ſo to love one another, as to do all the 
Good we are able to our Fellow- Creatures who 
are neceſſituus, and who ſtand in the ſame Relation 
with ourſelves to that glorious Being, the God 
and Father of us all! The Offences which they 
at any Time commit againſt us, will appear few 
and little, if compared with thoſe we have com- 
mitted, in our Tranſgreſſions of the Laws of 
God: And to aſk Forgiveneſs of our own, Sins, 
without a ſincere Diſpoſition and-Readineſs to be 
at Peace with thoſe who-have offended us, will 
appear ſo abſurd im the Accounts of Pieiy, that 
if we are truly pious, we ſhall be fo far from 
chuſing to live at Enmity with thoſe who diſcover 
2 Readineſs to be reconciled to us; that, on the 
| contrary, we ſhall chearfully forgive the worſt of 
our Enemies, however they may behave to us; 
ein whillt we were Enemies; we were recon- 
e ee of ap tant e 5 
And. if Piety will thus become the Parent bf 
Gan, by teaching us thus to behave towards 
thoſe whoſe Neceſſities;we have it in our Power to 
relieve, and towards thoſe likewiſe who · have any 
way wronged or injured us ;—how averſe will it 
| make us to the doing any Harm to thoſe who 
have done us no Wrong? How deteſtable will it 


8 
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make every Kind of Fraud and Injuſtice? Every - 
Jegree of that Tenderneſs and Benevolence, which 
true Piety will inſpire, will proye of courſe a Re- 


move, in the ſame Degree, from the Indlination 


of doing any Injury to othes. 


Bor this is 50 all, . Godlineſs will be a De- 
fence likewiſe to that Part of our Duty, more im- 
mediately relating to ourſelves, which the Apoſtle 


expreſſes by liuing ſoberly. For as we are taught 


to live godly and righteonſly, ſo. are we likewiſe to- 


live ſoberty; Tit. ii. 12.— That is, to. have our 


Faſſions under due Reſtraints; not to ſuffer them 
to carry us into Exceſſes of any Kind; againſt 
which we ſhall be well guarded by the Habits. of 


Piety. By the frequent Exerciſe of Acts of De- 


votion, we ſhall raiſe a ſtrong Fence againſt the 
Attacks of Lewdneſs, Luxury, Gluttony, and Drun- 
henneſs ; not indeed a. Fence which cannot be 


broken through, but ſuch as when broken, we 
ſhall be moſt likely to become ſollicitous to repair, 


by ſoon returning, from the Error of thoſe evil 


Ways we at any Time have unhappily. trodden, 
into the Paths of Truth and Righteouſneſs. By 


habituating our Souls to Acts of Devotion, we 


| ſhall be made continually mindful, that we are 


Temples of the Huh Ghoft; conſecrated to the Ser- 
vice of God, and made accountable for all wilful 
Impurity; for every Thing done by us to the 
Diſgrace and Diſhonour of human Nature, and 
of Almighty God, whoſe Workmanſhip we are, 
and whom He hath both made and redeemed, | 
e by doing al- 


ways 


T 


LY 
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ways that which is lawful and right ;=ly living 
faberly, righteouſly, and-godly in this preſent World. 
So St Paul inſtructs us in his Epiſtle to Titus; and 
at the ſame Time directs our View forward, to 
that awful Time of God's coming to Judgment 3 
the Proſpect whereof he lays before us, as the 
great Motive to an holy and a godly Life. Look= 
ing, ſays the Apoſtle, for that blæſſed Hope, and the 
glorious Appearance of the great God, and our Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt: Tit. ii. 13. Looking for; 
that is, expecting and depending thereon, as the 

great Day of Recompence; wherein all who have 
patiently continued in wel- doing, ſhall receive a Re- 
ward full of Glory and Immortality. 
REMEMBER, my dear Brethren | that this: is 
the Chriſtian's Faith and Hope; wherein if you 
perſevere ſteadfaſt unto the End, you will natu- 
rally, J had almoſt ſaid, neceſſarily, be led to be- 
have in ſuch Manner, as to be made fit to be Par- 
taken of that Happineſs, which ſhall be the true 
Chriſtian's Portion and Reward : With which 

' think not any thing you can do, or ſuffer, in this 
Life, fit to be compared. Neither will you ſure- 
ly, if you conſider withal, that there can be no 
falling ſhort of the great Reward of well-doing, 

but what will be attended with a Miſchief as 
dreadful, as the Happineſs of Heaven is deſirable, 
For, not to obtain eternal Happineſs, . as the Re- 
ward of our Piety and Virtue, (a Reward indeed 
of Grace, but not of Debt J) I ſay, to fall ſhort 
of this immortal Bleſſedneſs, will not only prove 


the Loſs of what 1 is moſt | worthy our Wiſhes, and 
Endeavours | 
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Endeavours to obtain, but will expoſe us to all 
the Evils of that everlaſting Puniſhment, to which 
the Unholy and Prophane, the Wicked and Ungadly 
will be conſigned. No Words, to this Purpoſe, 
can be of more Weight, none can more deſerve 
your, careful Remembrance, than thoſe of our 
rd and Saviour, declaring the Sentence He will 
paſs on all Men. Read them, and may they 
make the deepeſt Impreſſion on your Minds, The 
Wicked Hall go away into everlaſting Puniſhment ; 
but the Righteous into Life eternal. 
_ Mar it pleaſe God to proſper theſe my poor, 
but well-meant, Endeavours to. promote your eter- 
nal Welfare! May you have your Fruit unto Holi- 
neſs here, that your End may be everlaſting Life! 
This is the moſt fincere Wiſh, and ſhall be the 
conſtant 1 
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ful F 1 our Creator, Pre- 
* | made the World, und all 
Things therein, © and who only haſt the 
Power of ſupplying all the various Wants 
and Neceflitics of thy Creatures: we be- 
come humble Petitioners unto Thee, for the 
Things necdful- for our Souls and Bodies ; 
ally: er the Pardon of our: Sins, of 
our manifold Tadſgreſſions of ge 
mandments. Tet thy Metcy, 0 Lord, be 
| magnified i in our Forgiveneſs : 1 For Thou art 
| a merciful God, having ſpated us often, 
when we deſerved Puniſhment, that by thy 


Gaga we might be led to Repentance. 
O 


A Family Prayer for FY Lord 5 hs 53 
O! may thy gracious Forbearance of us 
hitherto have it's intended Effect, and make 
us truly penitent, by the Amendment of our 
Ways and our Doings; which we beg, thro” 
the Mediation of thy Son Jeſus Chrift our 
Lox Dp: 
Ix whoſe Name we offer up our r Prayers 
for the whole Rate of Mankind. Let thy 
Ways be known upon Earth, and thy ſaving 
Health among all Nations. Water, we be- 
ſeech Thee, with the Dew of thy heavenly 
Bleſſing, the Labours of all thoſe, who are 
employed in ſpreading the Knowledge of 
thy Goff pel, throughout the World: And 
5 grant, that all who have given in their 
Names to Cbriſt, may depart from Ihiquity-- 
E. all Orders and Degrees of ee | 


© WI o 1.48% 


rde Exh hied oy Ape hoon. Ant chile: 
thoſe committed to their Charge, may obe- 
diently follow the fame. Comfort, O Lox vp, 
and heal“ the Sick, ſupport the Weak 3+ 
vouchſife thy enlightning Grace to thoſe 
that have wandered out of the Way of Truthz 

| and day quickoing Spirit to thoſe” e are 
| . dead 


4 . 
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| 54 4 Fenitl Prayer for the Lord 2 Das. 5 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, that they may 
return into the Way of Righteoultieſs, For- 
give thoſe who have at any Time injured us; 
make us merciful, as Thou, our Father in 
Heaven, art merciful; and give us, we 
earneſtly beſeech Phee, a perpetual Fear and 
Love of thy holy. Name, with a thankful' 
Senſe: of thy manifold Goodnefs to us, and 
to all Mankind. f 
Ixꝭ is. very meet, right, and © our bounden 
uty, that we ſhould at all Times, and in 
all Phices; give Thanks unto Thee, for thy 
manifold Mercics vouchſafed unto us, whe- 
therthey relate to this Life, or:a better. But- 
above all,, we adore the Greatneſs: of thy 
Lore to us, and tö all Mankind. ir in: ſending. 
thy only; Son to be the Saviour of the World. 
ur usß. . Bray: n che Grace: to 15 45 8 
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3 tha be our 26 mom 
be ſeparated. from theſe Bodies, we may be 
removed to a perpetual Reſt from all our: 
Labours, and finally riſe (ar the general Re- 
lurrection of the Dead); to receive the happy 
vof thy faithful Servants, in the King- 


do 2 of. CERN Which we begt thro? Jeſus 
Chriftour:Lard and only Saviour; in whoſe. 


Name 


A. Family Proper for Week- Days. 655 
Name and Words, we e conclude or Praxen, 
lying. $499 9 

Our Father, bie art in Haves; s Hats. 
lowed be: thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy. 
Will be dene in Earth as it is in Heaven, 
Give us Day by Day our daily Bread, Aud 
forgive ns bur: Treſpaſſes, as we forgive m 
bat rriſpbſs Againſt us. And lea us not into 
Trmpration; but deliver us from Evil. Fur 
tine is ibe Kingdom, the Power and the Sun, 
W ever in ever. Amen. 


| 4 Proper which m may he 457 on uk wack. 


Days, in 4 Family fubfting % Ha 
"EY or Labour. 5 
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3 {LMIGHTY' nd moſt waht tu 
X ther, who haſt made all Men, and by 
thy; wiſe Providence haſt appointed them to 
different Stations, and Employments in this 
Life, we beſeech Thee enable us to behave 
always. wil a; thankful .Submiftion to thy 
Will, in lat State of L Life to which. thou 
called us, We 1 8 acknowledge, 

and defire to. be always mindful, that we are 
thy Creatures, and at t L Diſpoſal: as 
Thou haßt — to make our Sub- 


1 ſiſtence 


55 4 Family INES for Week- Days. 
ſiſtence here to depend on our Labour and 
Induſtry, we humbly crave thy Bleſſing 
thereon; and thy Grace, that, we may not 
repine at this our Condition, in that we are 
obliged to eat the Bread of Carefulneſs. 
Me confeſs, it is of thy unde ſerved Good- 
nas. that. we. are permitted to enjoy any of 
the Comforts or Conveniencies of Life, hav- 
ing ſo often offended againſt thy Divine 
Majeſty, by our Tranſgreſſions of thy holy 
Commandments; for which we. here pro- 
ſtrate ourſelves before Thee in all Humility 
ef Mind, implering thy Fergiveneſs of our 
manifold Treſpaſſes, thro? opr bleſſed Sa- 
viour and Redeemer, Jeſus R 
In whoſe Name we become humble Sup- 
ne unto Thee, not only for ourſelves, 
but for all our Fellow - Creatures : — That 
they may be all brought unto the Knowledge 
of Thee, the only true God, and of Jeſus 
Cb, eth Thot bal ſent, and walk 
worthy « of that holy Yoration' wherewith 
they are called. Be eſpecially | gracious to 
the People of” this Land: Bleſs the King, 
and all the Royal Fathily, all in Evil Au- 
rhority 5705 Þs, + 1— ff the Miniſters of thy 
moſt eh Word and Sacraments, particular- 
I bim to whom is cohunitted. the Care of 
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A Famihy Pratt for Wrek-Days. 57 
our Souls: Grant that thy Work may proſper 
in his Hands: Extend thy Mercy to all 
thoſe who are diſtreſſed: ih Mind, Body, 
or Eſtate: And enable. us in the Time of 
our Health, to continue ſtedfaſt i in the F aith, 
and to be ſo obedieut to a Will and Com- 


mandments, that in the Time of Sickneſs; 
and in the Hour of Death,- we may not fail 
to put our whole Fruſt and Cohfidence in- 
Thee. Make us continually to increaſt in 
Faith; Hope, and Charity; nouriſn us, we 
beſeech Thee, in all Goodneſs; and of thy 
great Mercy keep us in the ſame, -thro* 
Feſus Chrift our Lord; in whoſe Name and 
| Wenis we continue to. al ew uns fay- 


221143357 


= 8 which. art: FR y rage ; | Har 
lowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come.” Thy 
Will he done in Earth. as it is in Heaven. 
Give. us. Dey by Day our daily Bread. And 
forgive, us aur Tre/paſſes, as we forgive them 
that ineſpaſe againſt us. dap ee 
Temptation, bat deli vor us from Evil. Fur 
þ peter ite nm, 
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Por 4 7 Frohe deer of Mind in 

Fraser. W110 Beete Ap frehenſion tons 
55 Almighty God, the great e of 
| Worſhip. IV F997 % Oi $11 fi 
-LMIGHTY: and inoft: merciful 
Father, the Creator of all Things, 
the Governor of the World, and th Judge 
of all Men, I thy ſinful Creature fall down 


9 


before thy Divine Majeſty, imploring the 


Forgiveneſs of my manifold Franſgreſſions; 
encouraged Wenne hope 
for Mercy, in and thro? the Merits and Me- 
diation of thy bleſſed Son; our Saviour Je- 
_ fus Chriſt:— In whoſe Name IThumbly im- 
plore the gracious Aſſiſtance of thy holy. 
Spirit, has T'may be enabled to have al- 
ways m Prayer ſuch Apprekenſions of thy 
Greatneſs and Gbodneſs, as may Toit the 
Diſtance of ſo un worthy a Cteature from 
Thee my Creator; and the infinite Obliga- 
tions I am under, for" all that I enjoy, and 
all that I have any Grounds. to hope for. 
And whereas thy glorious Perfections infi- 
0 ſurpaſs the Limited Capacities of all 

ho Os N finite 


A 


A Morning Prayer for a Perſon in Private. 59 
finite Beings, give me, O Loxp, a true 


and proper Senſe of my own Meanneſs, 
"Weakneſs, and Folly, that I may think more 
duly of thy tranſcendent Wiſdom, Good- 
neſs, and Power. Grant that I may be ever 
mindful that, during our ſojourning here, 


it is our Duty to walk by Faith, and not by 


Sight; that the clear View of thy adorable 
Excellencies, i iS not to be our preſent Portion, 
but our future Reward, the Recompence of 
a patient Continuance in well-· doing; where- 


” in; I moſt earneſtly pray, I_ may be found 


perſevering unto my Life's End, thro? Jeſus 
Kuril our Lord. Amen. 5 
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A e 13 


LMI GH T Y and's ever- 


laſting God, who art al- Called. for - | 


12th Sunday \ - 


ways more ready to hear than 22 Tri 57 
we to pray, and art wont to nity” Ha 


give more than either we de- 


fire," or deſerve, poùr down . the 
Abundance of thy Mercy, forgiving me thoſe 
Thi ings whereof ny Conſcience is afraid, and 
giving me thoſe” good Things Which Tam 


0 ede to aſk, but rhro? the Metits and 
RSV | Mediation 


60 A Morning Prayer for a Perſoz in Private. 
Mediation. of Feſus Chrift thy Son our Lord. 
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Cole i 11 Flag Zee me. 0 Lok p, 
er in all my Doings with thy moft 
| Service, = | gracious Favour, and further 


me with thy continual 'Help, 
that in all my Works begun, continued, and 
ended in Thee, I may glorify thy holy 
Name, and finally by thy Merey obtain 
ne Life, a” Fefus _ our Lord. 
Amen. 

WIr theſe my Prayers accept, I be- 
ſeech Thee, my moſt humble Thankſgivings, 
for thy manifold loving Kindneſs vouchſafed 
unto me. Thy Mercies are renewed to us 
every Morning. and every Moment of our 
Lives: Grant that I may ever be moſt thank- 
fully mindful thereof; and enable mo by the 
Grace of thy holy Spirit, to dedicate my 
2 which is . _ y_ at thy Diſpo- 
ſhall — Ae hy ceount-of 


all my Doeds dons ir the Body; 1 may be 
nen meet to be an Inheritor of thine 
everlaſting 
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| e Kingllow, thro? 1 7 c our 
|: n Ann. 
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IN IG HTY and moſt merciful 

Father, who only haſt the Power to pro- 
te& us from all Things hurtful, and to give 
us thoſe Things which are profitable for us, 
vouchſafe me, I beſeech Thee, a lively and 
dutiful Senſe of my -continual Dependence 
on thy Divine Power and Goodneſs, and an 
hearty Serrow for all thoſe Tranſgreſſions 
.of thy holy Will and Commandments, 
of which IT have been guilty, either in 
Thought, Word, or Deed ; and aſſiſt me 
with thy Grace, that I may avoid committing: 


"a Offences for the future. Continue, 
O Lon, thy Mercies to me, when I ſleep, 


and am molt defenceleſs ; and be thou pleaſed 


to protect and defend me againſt all the 
Perils and Dangers of this Night. Let 
Sleep, which is the Image of Death, make 
me [mindful of that Time, when I muſt 
make my Bed in the Grave; and of that 
Time when 1 ſhall riſe from thence to a 
Life of endleſs Happineſs or Miſery, 1 
ny _ Lok p, that Thou wilt be the 
| G  _ 


62 A Prayer for kung. 


. * all Men, and that Thou beholdet | 
all our Ways and our Doings, however we 
may ſeek to hide them, and with what Se- 
 crecy ſoe ver they may be conducted by us, 
For the Darkneſs is no Darkneſs with Thee, 
but the Njght is as clear as the Day. Let 
me never therefore be ſo vain, as to think of 
doing any Thing which may eſcape thy Ob- 
ſervance, or the Sentence of thy righteous. 
Judgment: In an holy Expectation whereof 
grant that I may live and die, thro? Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, in whoſe Name and Words 
I further call upon Thee, lend 
Qu. Haien ec, 


4 Prayer for Humility. 


M © S 7 mighty and moſt merciful 
God, the Giver of all good Things, 
in ale we live, and move, and have our 
Being, vouchſafe me the Grace to acknow- 
ledge, that thy Favour and Bounty are the 
only Source of thoſe Bleſſings I enjoy, and 
of thoſe which I have yet to hope for. Let 
a thorough and habitual: Perſuaſion hereof 
preſerve: me always from the Folly and 
Wickedneſs of Pride. Give me a deep 
e that I have not uſed the Means and 
F : — 


* 
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A Prayer for the Fear of God, 63 
Opportunities of knowing, and obeying thy 
Will, in ſuch Manner as I ought to have 
done; and as a Sinner have the juſteſt Rea- 
fon,” with all Humility of Mind, to im- 
plore thy Forgiveneſs ; which I moſt hum 
bly beg, thro? thy bleſſed ages Jeſus TO 

our ee 3 FA | 


Por _ Fear of God. 


\ MOST. mighty Goo ! hots Power 
none can reſiſt, whoſe Indignation 

none can withſtand, make me to have al- 
ways ſuch a Fear of thy Divine Majeſty, 
as may prevent my acting, at any Time, 
in Diſobedience to thy Will. Let not thy 
Mercy, O. Lon p, in forgiving thoſe who 
truly turn to Thee, make me unmindful, 
that by ſinning againſt Thee, we provoke 
thy Diſpleaſure, earn the ſad Wages of Ini- 
quity, and may juſtly be permitted to periſh 
in our Wiekedneſs. Under all the Temp- 
tations I meet with in this Life to tranſgreſs 
thy Commandments, .vouchſafe me the Grace 
to remember always the Puniſhment due to 
Sin; that the Loſs of thy Favour, which 


NN is better than Life itſelf, is threatned there- 


b to 4k that ſuch Miſery as will make the 
e future 


64 A Prayer in Time of Syckne %% 
future Life a Burthen, and a Torment, 
will be the Portion of impenitent Sin- 
ners. O may the Fear and Love of thy 
holy Name ſweetly combine, in keeping me 
ſtedfaſtly obedient to thy Will! And grant, 
that I may ſo fear Thee in this Life, that 
thy Mercy may be my Sanctuary, and ſure 
Refuge in that which is to I thro? Jeſus 
an our Lord. Amen. | 


In Time f sri, 


TERCIFUL Len; . 
1 us with Sickneſs and Afflictions, 
that we may be mindful, how fleeting the 
Enjoyments, how uncertain the Term. and 
Continuance of this Life are, and to reduce 
us to a better Senſe of our Duty to Thee, 
and the Concerns of Eternity; I thy ſinful 
Creature bow down myſelf before Thee; ac- 
| Knowledging thy great and manifold Mer- 
cies, and imploring thy Forgiveneſs for my 
not having made that due and religions Uſe | 
of them, which might juſtiy have been ex- 
pected. Be gracious, O Lon p, in pardon⸗- 
ing the Sins of thy Servant, and grant that 
my future Behaviour, if it ſhall pleaſe Thee 
| to reſtore me to Health, ne. | 


A Thankſgiving for Recovery from Sickneſs. 65 
ble Proofs of my true and fincere Repen- 
tance. Vouchſafe Succeſs to the Means uſed - 
for my Recovery. But if in thy. Providence- 
thou ſhalt ſee fit to order it otherwiſe, let 
my Patience and Reſignation. to thy Divine 
Will, as they :are exerciſed by this Illneſs,. 
be improved thereby; and grant that 1 may 
finiſh my Courſe with Joy, by having gain- 
ed, thro the: Aſſiſtance of thy Grace, an 
holy and fit Diſpoſition to leave this tranſi- 
tory State, for my etern al Home, in that 
bleſſed. Place, where the Souls of the Faith-- 
ful have an everlaſting Deliverance from 
Pain and Sickneſs, and a perpetual Reſt 
from all their, Labours: Which 1 bumbly - 
beg, thro? the Mediation of thy dear Son, 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; in whoſe Name and - | 
| Words. I further call upon TI hing. 
Om Faber, &c.. ; 


1 T ankgiving for Kanu. 


I. M 16 HT v ad moſt” 2 
Father, from whom alone proceed 
the Tiſſues of Life and Death, I thy unwor- . 
thy Servant moſt humbly acknowledge. with | 
all Thankfulneſs, that it is of thy gracious - 

Goodneſs I am made . at this Time, to 


WA 


1 


r 
wi a 


1 


66 —— for Recovery Fe gige. 


utter my Praiſes and Thanleſgivings ſor thy 
late Mercy. vouchfafed unte me, in reſtoring 
my Health, and renewing my Strength, and 
making me hear again the Voice of Joy and 
Gladneſs. Bleffed bs thy holy Name, for 
putting at this Time a new: Song into my 
Mouth; even à Thankſgiving unto Thee my 
Go Grant me, I beſcech Thee, a perpe- 
tial Remembrance of this thy loving Kind- 
neſr: And as thou haſt hereby been © eaſed 
t6--allow- me more Time; for giving Proof 
of, my Readineſs to--obey.thy Will, that 1 
may; work out my Salvation; grant that 1 
may pacgeunt this the great Bufineſs of Life, 
_ th&-onee Thing heetfful © That when the 
: Tine fall tome for my Departure hence, 5 
may be found acceptable in thy Sight, and 
enter into that happy State, which Thou laſt 
promiſed to all thoſe, wh walk wotthy of 
that holy Vocation wherewith they are call- 
ed.—In'which Number of kaithful and vir- 
tueus Souls grant, O Lok p, I may be 
found,” thro* Feſks Cbriß our Saviour; in 
EO and om I continue to = 
ee, faying,. „ 
"er ike, = od poſh hb 
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7 ALMIGHTY. 8 aud malt 
merciful Father, who haſt made the 
World and all Things therein, and haſt 
given unto Man a Soul capable of knowing 
Thee, the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt, 
whom Thou haſt ſent, to be the Saviour and 
Nedeemer of Mankind, enable me, I be- 
ſeech Thee, by the Aſſiſtance of thy hol7 
2 to believe in Thee as I ought, and 
to obey Thee always as thou haſt com- 
manded. Let nothing ſubvert or impair 
my firm Belief of the Truths of thy Goſpel ;- 
nor any Temptations to think or act con- 
mary thereto, have any other Effect, than to 
make me watchful, and careful to ſtrengthen 
my Faith, by a devout and frequent Appli- 
| Thee, for the Succours of thy 
Gracs'y without which Lam deeply ſenſible 
ve can neither believe, nor do as we ought, 
great the Evidence of our holy Re- 
ligion' i iv, how ftrong ſoever it's: Obligations 
ate. In the Belief whereof, and a dutiful 
SObedlence to thy | moſt holy Will, as re 
5 Alen 0 n OI: 
1 may 


68: 4 Prayer. for Diligence and Induſtry. 
I may faithfully perſevere unto my Life's 
End, thro' Talus N if our Lord, Ames. 


„ „ „ FF wv 


| FF | vor la Calligg. 


LN IG HTY and ſins Gov; 
1 the Creator and Preſerver of-all:Men,, 
I thy Creature proſtrate: myſelf before thy 
Divine Majeſty; deſiring, with all poſſible 
Humility, to confeſs the Juſtice of thy Will, 
in making the ſinful Race of our firſt ſinful 
Parents ſubje& to a Life of various Neceſſi- 
ties, not to be ſupplied without Toil and 
abour, Diligence and Induſtry, in thoſe 


Fer Diligence We Indafey in any m_ 


4 
1 
. 


ſeveral Callings to which, by the Allotment 
of thy Providence, we are appointed. Vouch- 
fafe me the Grace to attend, with a virtuous 
Application, to the. Work and Buſineſs of 
hat Station, in which thou haſt placed me. 
Thou, O Lox n, knoweſt beſt, Thou only 


knoweſt what is fitłing and: convenient fon 
me: To Thee therefore I deſire cheerfully 


to ſubmit the Diſpoſal of myſelf, and my 


State and Condition here. Grant that I, may 
be cobtent to eat the Bread of Carefulneſs 
with:Thankſgiving, and that at length in thy 

— 4 patient Continuanice 1 
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A'Prayer before receiving the Sacrament. 65: 
vel doing, I may be removed to the happy 
Abode of thy faithful Servants in Heaven, 
thro? ig _ our Lord. Auen. 


A Prayer which may be uſed in Private; 
| before receiving the Sacrament * the 
Lord s Supper. | 


' LMIGHTY 1 e the | 


laſting Gop, who art al- Y Sunday 
ways more ready to hear, than pur Trinity 


we to pray, and art wont to 


give more than either we deſire or deſerves 
pour down upon me the Abundance of thy: 
Mercy, forgiving me thoſe Things whereof” 
my Conſcience is afraid, and giving me-thoſe 
good Things which I am not worthy to aſks 
but thro? the Merits and Mediation. of thy 
Son, Fefus Chrift our Lord. 
_ If whoſe Name, and for hoe Sake, I 
moſt humbly beſeeeh thy Divine Majeſty to 
hear thefe my Prayers, and to pardon all 
my Tranſgrefſions, thro' the Merits of the 
Death- of -Chrift 5. for the-mote eſpecial Re- 
membrance whereof, our Lord Jeſus Chrift 


| pee that ek which I am 


now. | 


Io 


70 AJ Prayer after rtetiving the Sacrament. 
now about to partake.” Vouchſafe' me, 1 
beſeech Thee, thy Grace, that I may be 
truly penitent for my paſt Sins, have a lively 
Faith in thy Mercy thro* Chrift, with a 
thankful Remembrance of his Death, and 
be in Charity with all Men, and that I may 
be truly careful to perform thoſe Vows of 
Obedience to thy holy Will and Cominand- 
ments, which I am about to renew. at thy 
holy Table; that from a devout Remem- 
brance of thy-Mercies' on Earth, I may at 
length be removed to the everlaſting Enjoy: 
ment of thy Kingdom! in Heaven, thro' Je- 
ſus Chriſt our'Lord: In whoſe Name and 
Words I offer up theſe my Prayers, faying,» 
Our TR LG ry 1 


Ste — 22 WF; 
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1 0. mou 'ririioed the Sacrament of, 
Abe Lord's Supper, in the. Evening. of. 
 » the ſame Day, ne, 15 offered: up tbe 
_ following, Prayer and Thanh giving ba 
JREVENT: me, thus; 
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25 in all my" Doings, with. 
Service. 5 _ thy” 'moſt gracious Favour; and 


further me with thy continual 
Kelp, chat in alla Works * begun, conti- 


* | 1 nued, 


A Prqer after receiving the Sacrament. 71 
nued, and ended in Thee, I may glorify 
thy holy Name, and finally by thy Mercy 
obtain everlaſting Life, thro? Teſus, \Chrift 
our Lord: 
I x whole Name, and ns 1 Media- 
tion, I beſeech Thee to accept my moſt 
humble Thankſgivings for all thy Mercies 
vouchſafed unto, me, whether they relate to 
this Life, or a better: But in a more eſpe- 
cial Manner I deſire, at this Time, to land 
and magnify thy holy Name, for thy won- 
derful Love, in ſending thy Son to be the 
Saviour of Mankind: And as I have this 
Day been. a Partaker of that Sacrament, 
which he appointed-for.the ſolemn Remem- 
brance of his Death.; grant, O Lon p, 
. that I may obtain a lively Remembrance of 
his Love and gracious Condeſcenſion, and 
of the Benefits which all penitent Sinners, 
having their Truſt and. Confidence therein, 
derive. from thence: Of which Benefits 
make me à Partaker, by true Repentance 
and Faith in Chriſt. Theſe, I believe, are 
the Terms of our Acceptance with Thees 
with theſe I have this Day ſolemnly engaged 
to comply 3 and earneſtly pray for thy 
Grace, to enable me to bring this Reſolu- 
tion into Practice, thro* Jeſus Chriſt our 
„ i 2 5 | Lord ; 


_ 


= 72 — pirit of Peace and Charity. 
l Lord; in whoſe Name and Words I offer 
| 2 cheſe = Wee i ee unto T — 


ou Father, Kee b 
For 4 Spirit of P Peace and dae. 


LMIGHT T and mog merciful 
Father ! the God of Peace and Love, 
Ae me, by the Grace of thy holy Spirit, 
to follow always the Things which make 
for Peace, and Things here with one may 
edify another. Heal, O Loxp, the un- 
happy Diſſentions which have ariſen among 
Chriſtians, to the Reproach of our moſt holy 
Religion amongſt Unbelievers, and to the 
Breach. of that Charity which our bleſſed 
Saviour has made the diſtinguiſhing Mark 
of his 'Diſciples: Our merciful and faithful 
High Prieſt knoweth, we are aſſured, how 
to have Compaſſion on thoſe who are igno- - 
rant, and out of the Way. Vouchſafe unto 
all Chriftians the like compaſſionate Spirit 
towards thoſe-who have-erred, or are ſup- 
= Pon to have rred, eee | 


Z A Prayer Ye, for a Spirit of Peace and Charity. 7 3 1 
as may incline us always to be ready to re- 
ceive that Light, which ſhall at any Time 
be offered for the Correction of our Judg- 


ments, in Matters pertaining to our Duty. 


Let not Arrogance,. or 'Self-conceit,” make 
me imperiouſly require from others Confor. 
mity to my Sentiments; nor an unreaſonable 
Stiffneſs or Obſtinacy, render me averſe. to 
the Opinions of others. Enable me care- 
fully to examine without Partiality, or. 
Prejudice, whatever Claims my Regard, 

either with reſpect to my Faith, or Practice; 
that when I ſhall be called to give an Ac- 
count of the Exerciſe” of my Underſtands 
ing, and the Determinations of my Will, 
I may be acquitted before thy great Tri- 
bunal, as having behaved ſuitably te the 
Rank and Order of reaſonable Creatures, in 
which Thou haſt placed me; and with that · 
| Humanity, which is required from: thoſe- 
ubs are Fellow · Members of the ſame Body, 
andi as ſuch, obliged to have the ſame Love: 
one towards another. Take away from us, 
 OLorp,: all Hatred, Variance, and Strife, 
with whatever elſe may hinder us from god 
ly Union and Concord. : Forgive all thoſe, 
who, without any juſt Cauſe, are mine Ene- 

mies, and grant that, after the Example of 
7 H f thy: 
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approve 
15 — be 8 —— and may 
be accepted and rewarded by Thee my hea- 
venly Father, thro Jeſat Chrift. our Lord. 
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* for Grace to makes good Uk : 


* o Tim ich may be Proper up-- 
; en 12 7 « one's Birth: Day] - e 2/1 


* 7 AL M 1G-H'T Bundirnolt merciful 
Father! the Author of- my Being, 
and my moſt gracious Preſerder hitherto, . 
from the many Dangers to which I am con- 
tinually expoſed, .vouchſafe me the Grace to 
be 83 mindful, chat the farther 1 ad- 
in Tears, and the more Time Thou 
owe for my p here, the more I 
an Account. of to Thee 
hereafter, Pardon, O exp, my paſt 
Franſgreffions, in having waſted in-Idleneſs, 
or vain Purſuits, thoſe” Hours wherein I 
might, and wow to dure ferrad 0 thy | 
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_ Glory, 3 —_ 
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P 1 hall -bs; fix mmoned to leave this 

I may be meet to be a Partaker of 

3 that eternal Inheritance, which Thou haſt 

| promiſed to all thy faithful Servants, thro?” 
us Cbriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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ay 1.23. r. remembring... 
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